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ready been dealt with by one of my col-
leagues. There are many other mineral
activities, including the Lake Campion alun-
ite, tin ochires, clays, greensand, vermiculite,
g'ypsum, etc. These are all being pro-
duced and, generally speaking, mineral
mining is more varied in this State than
ever before. The Under Secretary for
Mines, Mr. Telfer, was some 12 or 18
months ago appointed Deputy Common-
wealth Controller of Mines for Western
Australia, under Mr. Newman of Canberra.
He is responsible together with the Mines
Department for supervising the Wodgina,
Yinnietharra and Nullagine mines which
are being operated solely with Common-
ivealth 'tuds. The Department has under-
taken the buying and supplying of all plant,
buildings and stores anld is maintaining
such supp~lies. This has been a job of'
some magnitude, particularly under exist-
ing conditions. On these three propvrtie.s,
approximately £75,000 is being expended, so
some idea can be obtained of the work en-
tailed. These supplies all have to be pur-
chased, overhauled and forwarded North.

The erection of a new Government chemi-
cal, analytical and mineralogical laboratory
was completed early this year and we are
now in occupation. This laboratory cost
£C43,000 and is modern in all its fittings.
It will enable practically the whole of thle
Government chemical work to be done in
addition to mineralogy. With the varied
industrial activity taking place in the State,
the research work into the many problems
that will arise canl also be done. Amongst the
laboratory's functions at present are many
chemical examinations for the Fighting Ser-
vices and munition works. The Schools of
Mines at Kalgoorlie, Wiluna and Norseman
have continued to function very satisfac-
torily and have at the request of the author-
ities provided special tuition for service-
men.

The other functions of the department,
.such as the inspection of machinery, exam-
ination of miners by the x-ray laboratory,
State Batteries, geological surveys, have
sill been carried onl. The geologists at the
laboratory have carried out eonsiderablb
work on water supplies for Commonwealth
:Mid service authorities. We have to exam-
ine all the water taken on by- transports
leaving Western Australia. Unless itis
examinedi by our officers the transports aree
not allowed to leave, and that takles a eon-

siderable time. The department has also
done a lot of work generally on strategic
minerals. This has been undertaken in
addition to the normal departmental func-
tions, and several of the senior officers hold
honorary Commonwealth appointments in
order to assist the Commonwealthk Govern-
ment in its war efforts.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.43 pa.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).

FARM BUTTER.

As to Exemnption from Rationing.

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary-

(i) Did the Government make a request
to the Federal Minister concerned to exempt
smnall farm butter producers from the
rationing regulations?

(ii) If so, when was the request made?
(iii) What was the reply received I
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(i) Yes.
(ii) 1st September, 1943.
(iii) The subject was under consideration

by the Director of Rationing in order to
ascertain whether it is possible to assist the
smell farmer in any way.

FRUIT CASES.

As to Seasonal Supply.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(i) Is the Government aware that a very
serious shortage of fruit-cases was exper-
ienced by fruitgrrowers in this State during
last seasoni9

(ii) If so, will the Government take such
steps ais are within its power to ensure that
an adequate supply of cases will be avail-
able for the paickinig of the coming season's
fruit crop?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(i) Yes.
(ii) Every endleavour is being made in this

direction.

PAPERS-ALUNITE.

As to Discovery at Northampton.

HON. J. M. DREW (Central) [4.37]: I
move-

That nil1 papers, including Bulletin No. 77,
dealing with the discovery of alunite in
'Weebo W~elI at Northampton, be laid on the
Table of the House.

T was pleased to hear the Chief Secretary
sayv recently during the course of a debate
in this Chamber that the Commonwealth
Government, if prospects justify it, may
open up mineral deposits that will be of
service to the war effort and among them
those that exist in the Northampton dis-
trict. I hope that the alunite at Northamp-
ton wvill he added to the list. When I first
read of alunite being used in the manufac-
ture of certain equipment in connection
with the war, my memory carried me back
many years to the time when I read, and
had published, a geological report on the
discovery of alunite at Weebe Well, which
is almost within a stone's throw of the
townsite of Northampton. About two years
ago I wrote to the Minister for Mines
drawing his attention to this fact. I re-
ceived a prompt reply from his Under-See-

retary which I will read in full. It is as
follows:

This department's report on the Nor-
thamnpton alunite deposits appears in Bul-
letin 77 and reads as follows:-

'Little is known of the alunito at Nor-
thampton beyoad the fact that it
forms a bard discontinuous wall to
the jarosite lode at Weebo Well. A
typical specimen contained 18.10 per
cent, of insoluble sulphuric oxide
equal- to 46 per cent, of ahmnite. Thel
alkalis wvere: Potash, 6.08 per cent.;
soda, 0.30 per cent.''

''This occurrence,'' the statement in the
departmental bulletin continued, ''is worthy
of further exploration as indeed is the
whole of the Northampton district.''
As members a aware, potash is a valu-
able fertiliser and its occurrence at Nor-
thampton is in the midst of a very fine
agricultural district. Members will probably
appreciate that fact wvhen they re-
miember that the late Mr. Patrick
Secured a large farm there and de-
veloped it into a remarkable proposition.
I made further inquiries by telephone with
a view to findinig out from the Under Secre-
tary whether the area had heen protected.
He informed me that all the mineral rights
had been reserved to the Crown. He men-
tioned to me the area and to the best of my
memory it was something like 30 acres
around Weehe Well. It is to be hoped that
the Mines Department will also test the
surrounading country. I think it scarcel 'y
likely' that the existence of valuable alunite
will be confined to the immediate vicinity
of Weebe Well. Mica is another mineral
that the Commonwealth requires and in-
deed it is in demand, war or no war.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member has a separate motion dealing with
mica, so hie had better confine himself to
alunite.

Ron. J1. AT. DREW: Very well; I submit
my motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
objection to the motion, and I will lay the
papers on the Table of the House as soon
as possible.

M~otion put and passed.

PAPERS-InCA.
As to Deposit at Northampton.

HON. J. K. DREW (Central) [4.43]: I
move-

That gill papers, if any, relative to the exist-
ence of marketable mica at Northampton be
laid oa the Table of the House.
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Mica is a mineral that the Commonwealth
Government needs and, in fact, it is always
in demand, war or no war. In the early
days it was greatly used in connection with
telegraphy, according to what I read at that
time. To be of use, the mica had to be four
inches by three inches. When I was a boy
at Northampton a statement wvas published
in the Perth papers to the effect that mica
was fetching 16is. a lb. in Great Britain.
Many of the hills about Northampton were
covered with mica, but it wvas mostly small
and not marketable. It certainly was not
found in large enough dimensions for use
in connection with telegraphy.

The statement which appeared in the
Perth Press led to a lot of talk and within
a week or two an aborigine named Counsel-
lor saw me. He had a capacious red hand-
kerchief in which he had pieces of mica
measuring six inches by four inches. He
said I could have the mica. Counsellor was
an honest, law-abiding and reliable aborig-
ine, one of the best I have ever knowvn. I
took the mica to Capt. Mitchell who was a
mining expert and at the time the greatest
authority on minerals in the district. He
examined the samples and was astounded,
adding that he had! never biefore seen mica
of Suich Size and quality. Many others saw
the mica as well, including min'ers capable
of forming a', opinion. They held a view
.Similar to that expressed by Capt. Mitchell.
I made an appointment with Counsellor to
meet me the next morning at sunrise in order
that we might go on horseback to the place
where lie had found the mineral. The ap)-
pointment was kept, and hep led ine over
what was most difficult country in a
manner that satisfied me lie was going due
east from Northampton. After passing
through dense thickets and over rocky bills
that considerably impeded our progress, we
came to some jam countr 'y that would be
splendid for agricultural purposes. but was
certainly not a locality where one would ex-
pect mien to be found.

Counsellor dismounted and tied up hii's
homue. He put his haend into at six-inch hole,
bat withdrew it instantly, lie then broke
off at branch from a jam tree and coninieuc-
ed probingr the hole. When lie withdrew it.
he brought otit a bob-tailed goanna which
had grasped the Stick in its jaws. 1 lost my
temper at this exhibition, for the episode
was certainl 'y not on the prouvanine. "What
do you mean ?" I roared at Counsellor, "Levt

the unfortunate creature go! Where is
this mica mine you said you would show
me9 " Counsellor at this stage trembled all
over but he still retained the stick with the
goanna. I again called him to let the un-
fortunate creature go. He did, and the
goanna disappeared. I again repeated my
request to him and he continued trembling,
with his two hands pressed against his brow.
"Answer my question," I repeated for the
third or fourth time. Counsellor replied,
"Master, me can't nowhere findem. I
thinket some belly rogue stealem'" To put
it in plain English, "some blood-stained
thief" had walked off with Counsellor's mica
mine, with the mountain of treasure!

We returned to Northampton, I a very
disappointed youth with all my hopes for
financial fame dashed to the ground. I
handed the bundle of mica hack to Coun-
sellor without saying a woil. For years
I have told the story to all and sundry in
the hope of getting a solution of the pro-
blem that perplexed my brain. Among them
was a geologist who had come from the East
in order to make a mineral examination of
the country around Northampton. This
geologist had a very ready reply. He said.
"The scoundrel stole the mica from another
native." I told him that such an explana-
tion would not apply, that Counsellor wvn
not capable of such conduct. Finally I niet
an old shepherd, a very intelligent man who
had had Years of experience of natives on
the Lower Murchison. He said that the
place where Counsellor got the mica, or the
mica itself, must have been sacred in black-
fellows' eyes.

"I have known such cases," he Maid, "on
the tower Murchison. The place Counsellor
took you to is sacred. I speak from experi-
ene. I know nothing about this particular
district, h ut the spot must be sacred and
anyone who abuses that sacredness will meet
wvith at Shower of spears. Counsellor took
a risk in the first place, and then. got fright-,
ened. He did not take you to the place
where lie found the mica." I was satisfied
that that was the correct solution; but the
bald, unshakable fact remains that Coun-
sellor produceed mica the like of which, for
its excellence, no0-one else in the Northamp-
ton district tiad ever submitted to the public
gaze. Now Counsellor is long since gathered
to his fathers. He had a small family of
two or three boys, Who are now over So
years of age.

1056



[6 Oronm, 1943.3 05

I have often wondered whether he com-
municated his secret to his sons, but I doubt
it very much. I doubt whether he ever re-
vealed his knowledge regarding the dis-
covery he had made. The old shep-
herd had said that this was a sacred spot.
I did not believe that, after getting in touch
with other natives in the district on the sub-
ject. fit was just the reverse of a sacred
spot. It was controlled by the "Prince of
Demons," by name Jingy, in whose existence
early-day aborigines firmly believed. That
was the extent of their religion. The time
may come when some farmer between North-
ampton and Yuna will uphold the honour
and fidelity of Counsellor by dropping
across the scene of his mysterious discovery.
I commend my motion to the House.

HON. G. W. MIES (North) :1 second the
motion, and am sure that it will be carried.
Having heard Mr. Drew's interesting state-
ment, I am of opinion that some bush native
may have found mica in the district, and
that Counsellor got the specimens from him.
Possibly the place from which the mica was
obtained was in the Vunatharra country in
the Gascoyne.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
objection to the motion.

Motion put and passed.

BIL-WORKERS' HOMEB ACT
AXENDMENT.
Third Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [4.58]
I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West): When
replying to the second reading debate, the
Honorary Minister said that my remarks
on this measure were strange because of my
attitude as a champion of State rights, and
that I might have been inspired more with
a desire to obstruct the intentions of the
Government than to deal with the measure
on its merits. I am a strong supporter of
State rights, and that is why I suggest that
the State Government might -wait to see
how far the Commonwealth authorities
were going before committing Western Aus-
tralia to this undertaking. No-one is invit-
ing the Commonwealth Government to do
anything in this matter. The fact is that

the Federal authorities have already made
exhaustive investigations into it, said we
might profit by waiting to see the result of
those inquiries. I am not inspired by any
desire to oppose the intentions of the Gov-
ernment, and did not come here for that
purpose. I have never adopted that atti-
tude.

I appreciate the treatment the Govern-
ment has always meted out to me, but I am
entitled to express my opinion in this
Chamber and to seek such information as
I require on matters of this kind. At pre-
sent, it is not clear what is proposed to be
done. 1 understand that the South Aus-
tralian scheme is likely to be adopted. That
provides for a cheap semi-detached class of
house with only Oft. walls, and these may
be built on land with a frontage of less than
fi0ft. Already protests have been sent to
the Road Board Association. As a repre-
sentative of a country district, I contend
that we do not want a seheme of that kind
in this State. In Wes-tern Australia there
is no need for us to build trashy houses or
to erect them on small blocks. We have
plenty of land available in this State for
the erection of dwellings. The informa-
tion I sought was such that I was entitled
to obtain. If we pass this Bill, that will be
all there is to it. The Government will he
able to erect this kind of house anywhere,
and that will be the end of the matter.

It is the responsibility of Parliament to
cheek up on these schemes, That was the
'reason which actuated me in speaking as I
did. I have no desire to hamper the Gov-
ernment in its activities; it has been m~y
policy to do the opposite. I have always
co-operated with the Government whenever
I possibly could. The Honorary Minister
said it 'was necessary we should have these
houses ready against the time when our sol-
diers come back from the war. I point out
that I cannot obtain a sheet of iron for
use on my farm. How then can we con-
struct these houses for our returned sol-
diers It seems to me that undue haste has
been shown in this matter, taking into con-
sideration all the circumstances. That
being so, I feel I was right in making the
remarks I did. I sin sorry the Honorary
Minister should have taken them the wrong
way. There is room for an amendment to
the Bill, though I admit it is rather late at
this stage to sliggest such a course. I can-
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net move to have this measure recommitted,
but I have now made my views clear.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

1.
2.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
Bulk Handling Act Amendment.
Albany Cemeteries.

Passed.

BILL-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved:

That so mchl of the Standing Orders but
suspended as is necessary to enable the Bill
to pass through its remaining stages at this
sitting.

Report.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-COOAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.8]: 1
mlove:-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the Bill
to be passed tlhrouglh its remining stages at
this sitting.

HON. J. CORNELL (South); I should
like to know whether the Chief Secretary
has consulted the Clerks'?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If so, they will have
given him an assurance that he can get the
Hill re-printed, and that meanwhile it will
he sufficient for him to he in possession of
one copy of it. initialled by the Chairman of
Committees. If the reprinted copies are not
available when called upon, I presume there
will be anl adjournment of the next stage of
the Bill.-

Question put.
The PRESIDENT: There being an abso-

lute majority of members present and there
being no dissentient voice, I declare the
question carried in the affirmative.

Question thus passed.

Report.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT CON-

TINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE CEr SECRETARY (5.10] in
mloving the second reading said: This Bill
proposes to continue the operation of the
Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act for a
further period of twelve months to the 31st
December, 1944, the original Act having
been in force since 1931. The provisions of
the principal Act apply to Mortgages and
agreements for sale in existence at the date
of its passing. Briefly, the Act provides
that no mortgagee shall bp entitled to en-
force his security unless an order is ob-
tained from the Supreme Court.

The Act sets out the principles to be
taken into consideration by the court when
dealing with any applications made. It
munst give its decision having regard to the
nature of the security concerned, the con-
duct of the mortgagor, the financial circum-
stances of the parties, the economic and
financial conditions prevailing generally,
and other relevant circumstances affecting
the application concerned. There is every
justification for again introducing this con-
tinuance Bill. To discontinue the Act would
cause hardship in certain directions, particu-
larly in respect to the financial arrange-
mnents associated with properties. It is
hoped, therefore, that Parliamentary ap-
proval will again he forthcoming for the
continuance of this measure for a further
period of twelve months. I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.
Questi on put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-TRArFIC ACT AMENDMENT
ACT, 1941, AMENDMElNT.

Second Reading.

RON. G. B. WOOD (East) [5.13) in
moving the second reading said: This is a
small measure containing only one vital
clause, which I hope will appeal to members.
In 1941, because of the petrol restrictions,
a concession was granted to owners of
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vehicles that were driven by petrol of &
reduction of 25 per cent. in their license
fees. The idea was that a gas-producer
vehicle would use the roads just as much as
it did before the restrictions came into force.
Now, owing to the tyre shortage, a man's
mileage is based on his tyres and not on
the question of whether he has a petrol
driven or a producer gas-driven vehicle. I
thought it only just that those who were
using gas-producers should be brought into
line with the owners of vehicles that use
petrol and are participating in the benefit of
the 25 per cent, reduction. This proposal
was endorsed at the recent Road Board Con-
ference. One of the particular reasons
given there for supporting it was that the
gas-producer vehicle travels much slower
than does the motor vehicle and does less
damage to the road. That is a good reason.

My purpose in advancing this proposal is
that the users of those vehicles are re-
stricted because of the tyre shortage, just as
much as are vehicles driven by petrol. In
this Bill I have left out reference to licensed
carriers and to vehicles used for the carrying
of passengers. I consider that a licensed
carrier with a gas-producer, which is on a
very good priority, would use the roads just
as much as ever, while passenger-carrying
vehicles, too, appear to be using the roads
just as much as ever because they are given a
high priority with respect to tyre supplies.
In 1941, when the reduction was made, many
thousands of owners had licensed their cars
and trucks for 12 months. The benefit com-
menced on the 1st January, and road board
secretaries found that they had to give re-
funds or make credits available to the
owners who had licensed their ears for the
full 12 months. In order to overcome that
difficulty I have provided that the benefit, if
this Bill is passed, shall commence on the
lst July, 1 94 4-at the start of the new year.

Hon. L. Craig: Nine months hence!I
Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes.
Hon. L. Craig: The war will be over.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I hope it will be. I

have included that provision because a cer-
tain amount of inconvenience was caused on
account of these credits. I commend the Bill
to members and move-

That the Bill be 'low read a second time.

On motion hy the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourn4d.

BILL-MIR WORKERS' KELlM
ACT AMER)hENT.

Second Rteading.
Debate resumed from the 30th September.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.17]: As
many of the long-standing members of this
House will recognise, this is a subject which
is not new to me. It is also one for which I
can claim to have acted as midwife in Parlia-
ment. As a matter of fact, I was respon-
sible for its birth.

Eon. L. Craig: Are you the mother or
the father?

Hon. J. CORNELL: A mnidwife -delivers
the baby, and I delivered the goods. It is
an important Bill because it seeks to over-
throw the existing state of affairs and cuts
across the recognised practice in connection
with the miners that it will affect. In order
to get a proper grasp of the situation it is
necessary for me to review the present posi-
tion. My interpretation of the existing law
is, briefly, that any miineworker employed
in, on or about a mine who is found by lab-
oratory or medical examination to be suff-
ering from pure tuberculosis or tuberculosis
plus silicosis, is permanently excluded from
further mining work. This Bill deals only
with the pure tubercular man. Any ex-
cluded pure T.B. man, when he receives
notice of his exclusion, can within 14 days
of the receipt of the notice, appeal against
the exclusion, provided that his appeal is
supported by a medical certificate to the
effect that he is not suffering from pure
T.B. A board consisting of the P.M.O. and
two medical officers-one is appointed by
the Minister-rviews the case and if its de-
cision is that the excluded miner is not
suffering from T.B. he is free to return to
Rining work.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He would be a
mug, would he not?

Ron. J. CORNELL: If he loses his ap-
peal, he is precluded from returning to
mining work. There appears to be no fur-
ther machinery for an appeal for the pure
T.B. man to undergo a further medical ex-
amination. Upon exclusion the pure T.B.
man, or for that matter the silicotic plus
T.H.-but in this case the pure T.B.-man
is entitled to draw compensation on the
same basis as the T.B. plus silicotic man,
and the same amount. The silicotic T.B.
'nan draws £750 workers' compensation.
The T.B. man draws £750 workers' com-
p~ensation from the Mine Workers' Relief
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Fund to which he has been a contributor,
and he can draw up to £3 10s. a week-in
fact, both of them can-and he can draw
more if the board considers it is a case of
hardship. After the £750 is exhausted they
can, in both cases, draw more.

lion. C. B. Williams: How much?
Hon. J. CORNELL: That is a matter to be

determined by the board.
Ron. C. B. Williams: It is not £0 10s.
Hon. J. CORNELL: No. I give way to

Mr. Williams when it tomes to the real ad-
ministration of this Act; Ilam merely giving
an outline of the ease. That is the present
position-of an excluded miner. What does
the Bill do? It deals entirely 'vwith pure
T.B. miners. It overthrows the existin~g
machinery with the object, I assume, of get-
ting excluded pure T.B. mineworkers to Un-
dergo a course of treatment. The second
subparagraph of Clause 2 introduces a fur-
ther examination for the pure T.B. Juan. The
object of that in my opinion, is to provide
for a further medical examination in order
to sort out those the medical authorities think
may be curable eases, and jettisoning those
they think are not. But it only applies to
pure T.B. men. As I have already indicated,
the basis of the proposal to bring pure T.B.
men under the proposed new Section 49A is
contained in parag-raph (b) of Clause 2. It
further provides that notwith.tanding an 'y
provision to the contrary contained in the
Mines Ifcgulation Act, 3906-1938, and the
regulations thereunder the excluded puire
T.H. mail shall be permitted to return to
mining work, other than underground work,
if, after medical treatment, he is found to
he free from T.B.

A further proviso sets out that any such
person shall submit himself to a medical ex-
amination at least every six months. If he
wer-c found to he suffering from T.B., I as-
sume that he would be excluded again. If hie
had already been undergoing treatment, I do
not know whether further attempts would
be made to cure him, but as I have
already pointed out the position today is
that any excluded miner with silicotic T.B.,
or pure T.B., cannot return to milling work.
The difference between the proposed and
the present legislation is this, that if a miner
is excluded because of pure T.B. and gets
a certificate accordingly and appeals, and
his appeal is supported by the advice of an
eminent medical authority and is upheld, he
can return to work in any part of a mine

at all, but now, when he is cured, or is said
to be free from tuberculosis, he can only
return to work on the surface. Members
who know the mining industry and the find-
ings of the various examinations since 1.926
are aware of the fact that there have been,
and still are, men excluded from mine work
because of pure T.B., who had never
worked underground in their lives. This
part of the Bill proposes that if they are
cured-I am not going to join with Dr.
Hislop on that point-they can go back to
the surface, from which they were taken. Is
that reasonable? Under the South African
law a miner, whether he he a pure T.B. or
a silicotic plus T.B., who has been once
excluded from mine work, can never return
to the mi .ne. If the diagnosis is found not
to be wrong, the man cannot return to work
on a mine.

Hon. E. Al. Heenan: He could return to
work on the surface.

Hon. J. CORNELL: He could not re-
turn at all. I have already pointed out that
men who have never worked underground
have become affected. I know one man who
is suffering from pure tuberculosis and has
never worked underground in a mine. Let
us consider the proposed addition to Section
49 of the Act. It provides amongst other
things that when a mjineworker suffering
from pure tuberculosis has been issued with
a certificate that he is free from the com-
plaint, the compensation he is receiving
shall cease as soon thereafter as can be de-
termined by the board; but should the mine-
worker engage in any kind of gainful oc-
cupation in the interim between the grant-
ing of the certificate and the determination
by the board, if the gross amount of his
weekly earnings is less than the weekly bene-
fit he has been receiving from the board, the
difference only shall be paid to him by the
board. This means that where a mineworker
has undergone the treatment and has been
discharged as cured, if between the issue of
the certificate and the determination by the
board he has earned, say, 5s. less than the
amount of compensation, the board will
make up only that amount. That is my
reading of the provision and the reading of
Dr. Hislop, and it is incapable of any other
interpretation. Such a provision offers no
encouragement to a man to engage in gain-
ful employment.

I understand that originally the intention
was to make this treatment compulsory, but
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the Bill stipulates that the Minister may
request any T.B. miner eligible for bene-
fits to submit himself for treatment. If
the man accedes to the request, be shall
receive treatment until granted a cer-
tificate that he is free from T.B. or is in-
curable. Provision is also made that
the cost of such treatment shall he
met by the board, but if any mineworker,
once he has, agreed to submit to treatment
until cured or discharged as incurable, re-
fuses or fails to continue the treatment, any
expenses or charges already incurred may be
recovered from the mine worker so offend-
ing. Let us analyse that. Suppose one man
says hie will undergo the treatment and an-
other refuses to do so. The rights of the
second man would remain as before; they
would not he interfered with.

The Honorary Minister: But he would go
to an early grave.

Hon. J. CORNELL; And the- first man
would probably go to his grave just as
quickly. A man might with the best inten-
tions agree to undergo the treatment, but if
he continued for three months and came to
the conclusion Dr. ilislop has reached, say-
saying, "I have had enough of it and will take
my chance, just as the other man is doing
who refused to take the treatment," he could
be sued for the cost of the treatment he
voluntarily agreed to undergo. That cost
could come from only one source, namely,
from the rate of compensation being paid
to the man. If it were a ease of all in,
something could he said for such a provision.
but if a man voluntarily starts the course of
treatment and, regardless of the medical
opinion, becomes convinced that his chance
is hopeless, there is only one course open
to him. Admittedly he might hang on and
follow the instructions of the doctor, though
with very bad grace.

The Honorary Minister: Should not such
a man consider the effect on the funds?

Hon. J. CORNELL: But I am speaking
of the psychological effect on the individual.
A man such as the one I have instanced could
be sued for the debt. Years ago I was ad-
vised by Dr. Watkins-Pitehford, "Never
bother about a pure T.B. or silicotic miner;
give him all the attention you can; let him
earn all the money he can, hut do not tell
him to do this and that because what he
can do today he will say tomorrow he can-
not do. That is characteristic of T.B. cases.
They come and go, andt no threat should be
held over them."

Hon. T. Moore; How long ago was that .
Hfon. J. CORNELL: That was years ago..
Eon. E. M. Hleenan: The provision says,

that the cost may be recovered. Would the
board sue a miner in the circumstances?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then why is the
provision included 9 Why should a man who
voluntarily starts the course of treatment be
held liable for the cost if he comes to the
same conclusion as the man who refused to
submit himself for treatment?

The Honorary Mlinister:, It might cost the
f und £120.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What is the position
of a T.13. man who refuses to undergo treat-
ment? We know that he can go to the
Wooroloo Sanatorium and, if be has any
means, he may be required to pay for the.
cost of his treatment, but if he is without
means, he gets equally good treatment and is
not charged anything. That ii one of the
features of the Bill to which I object. The
aim of miners' phthisis legislation in any
country has never been to exclude a pure
T.B. worker for the purpose of curing him.
The sole reason for excluding such a man
has been on the ground that he is a menace
to his fellow-workers, particularly to a man
suffering from any degree of silicosis. The
South African Jaw even today does not pro-
vide for a weekly payment to enred TtB
men; it provides for the payment of a lump
sum. When the lump sum has been paid,
the excluded T.B. man is free to go where
he likes and work where he likes, but he is
not allowed to continue in the mining indus-
try.

Personally, I cannot see why an attempt
should not be made to induce miners suffer-
ing only from T.B. to undergo aL course of
treatment at Wooroloo, except for one de-
finite reason. The Health Act, as the Minis-
ter knows, excludes persons suffering from
T.B. from working in certain industries.
But there is no medical examination to as-
certain whether they are" suffering from T.B.,
except in the ease of miners, for the reason
that the miners would be a menace to their
fellow-workers, particularly those suffering-
from silicosis. They can be excluded from
working in the mining industry. Why not
apply this provision to the baker as well as
to the minerl There is a fundamental differ-
ence between the two cases which I have
cited. The miner who is excluded is in re-
ceipt of a weekly allowance from a fund to
which he himself has contributed, hut the
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baker may be penniless. While the miner
is undergoing a coarse of treatment he re-
ceives benefits and his family is maintained.
That, however, is not so in the ease of the
excluded baker.

The Honorary Minister: It is a pity that
that is so.

Hon. J. CORNWELL: It is. The miner is ex-
cluded from working in the mining indus-
try solely because he would be a menace to
Lie fellow-workers. Would it not be just

,-as logical and reasonable to offer to the
baker die benefits which the miner receives?

The Honorary Minister: The Bill does not
deal with bakers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But we cannot escape
the fact that the cases are identical, except
that the baker would he unable to support
,his family while he was undergoing treat-
ment. Ile could go to Wooroloo, but who
would support his family? The excluded
miner's family would be supported.

The Honorary Minister: That is not the
renson for this Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It may be one of the
motivesi.

The Honorary Minister: No.
Hon. J1. CORNELL: Members will agree

with me that the parallel is an apt one.
Hon. E. M. Heenan: A start has to be

made somewhere.
Hon. J. CORNELL: But a start is being

mande with a man who has contributed to a
fund from which he may receive certain
benefits. No provision is made for the
afflicted baker.

The Honorary Minister: Is it not a benefit
to the man himselfI

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is why the meca-
sure should apply to all workers.

The Honorary Minister: We will do that
next time.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Bakers could not be
included in this Bill.

Hon. J, CORNELL: That puts the tin
hat on it, to use a digger's phrase. The
parent Act is proposed to be amended be-
cause there are funds available to support
the miner while he is undergoing treatment.
The baker is not in that position. I am a
layman and my reasoning is that if men
suffering from T.B. arc curable, then do not,
as it were, try this proposal on a dog;, make
it a general law and offer the same induce-
ments to every section of the community
which might be excluded from working in

an industry because of the menace to other
workers, I shall not support the Bill. I
presume members have read the tilt made by
the Minister for Mines at what Dr. Hislop
said in this Chamber on this measure. I want
to say that his speech was listened to most
attentively by me, without any politiesl bias,
to ascertain a medical man's view on the
subject. I had not previously heard him
make a better speech.

The Hon orary' Minister: It had nothing
to do with the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It had everything to
do with the Bill. The remarks of the Min-
ister for Mines are in keeping with what
he generally has to say about any person
who dares to disagree with him on any sub-
ject. All that Dr. Hemlp tried to do was
to inform the House that, speaking as a
medical man wvell versed in the treatment of
T.B., the purpose which the Minister sought
to achieve in the Bill-the freeing of ex-
cluded mine workers from pure T.B. condi-
tio n-was problematical, if not chimerical.

Ttc Honorary Minister: Other authori-
ties hold different opinions.

Hon. J. CORNELL: In this regard, I am
sure the House will agree that Dr. flislop
rendered it a great service. He went so far
as to say that as the parent Act and this
Bill stand, it would he idle to try to apply
what the Minister has in view. He also said
that, from the medical point of view, few if
any results could be expected from this
measure and that the use of the term "cure
of 'LB." is unknown to the medical profes-
sion. I have since obtained confirmation of
that opinion from specialists in chest treat-
ment.

The Honorary Minister: The disease caii
he arrested.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But that is not what
the Bill says. It uses the word "cure."

The Honorary Minister: Who are your
authorities?

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I did not go to Dr.
Henzell, any more than did the Minister. We
are asked to give this measure a trial, It
was a cheap jibe of the -Minister to suggest
that the question of whether or not the dis-
ease can be arrested or curedl could be left
to the medical profession to decide, provided
the patient was not left to die while the
argument was being settled. I have yet to
learn that cheap jibes are useful in argu-
ment. I view the position in this way: If
the Bill became law and a friend of mine
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said, "Well, Jim, what do you think of it?
Shall I go to Wooroloo? Shall I undergo
this treatment?" I would answer, "That is
for yourself to decide." From what I have
heard from medical men, the measure will
not work.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do nothing!1
The Honorary Minister: Mr. Cornell does

not know.
Hlon. C. B. Williams: Why not pick out

shop assistants?
Hon. J. CORNELL: I referred to bakers.

I dealt -with that phase of the question. I
said, "It is like trying it on a dog," because
the miner is in the position that his family
will be maintained while he is undergoing
treatment. The first thing we should make
certain of is whether the treatment will be
satisfactory. Will the disease be arrested?
Dr. Hislop dealt exhaustively with the ques-
tion and pointed out what was, necessary to
arrest the disease. The Minister for Mines
said that this measure would give the
afflicted miner a chance to obtain treatment.
Dr. Hislop dealt effectively with that point.
The Minister made another tilt at Dr. His-
lop. He said-

Dr. Hislop raises the old cry of sectional
relief which has became a fetish in the- Legis-
lative Council. I notice Sir Hal Colebatch'
uses the satne argument in regard to the Coal
Mine Workers (Pensions) Bill.
The Minister needs no reminder, nor does
the public, that he is one of the chief stand-
ard-bearers of the political party that ex-
eels in sectional legislation, Do not tell mue
that the Labour Party does not indulge in
sectional legislation;' but when the Minister
accuses this Chamber, and particularly Dr.
Hislop, of favouring sectional legislation it
is like Satan reproving sin. If there is one
section of the community for whom I have a
high regard and upon which at times I look
with sorrowful eyes-because I have been
connected with .the goldinining industry for
45 years-it is the section of the mining
industry afflicted with disease. A year ago
I met half a dozen men in Boulder who
were excluded from working in the indus-
try. Three have since passed over the Great
Divide and the remaining three have asked
that an endeavour be made to secure for
them a little more money. Both Houses of
Parliament arced to give afflicted miners a
little more money.

The Honorary Minister: They have not
got it yet.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. It has been
said that there are only about 20 men. with
pure T.B.

The Honorary Minister: Only 20 that
would be invited to participate.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The other men are
incurable.

The Honorary Minister: Not necessarily.
Hon. J. CORNELL: How were the 20

men selected? By laboratory examinationt
For at least a score of years, until 1922,
nothing was done about these men. Al-
though we had Nationalist Governments and
Labour Governments, nothing was done to
compensate them. In 1922, a law-was passed
to deal with pure T.B., and there was no
mention of trying to cure the disease. Later,
men suffering from T.B. plus silicosis -were
brought under the Workers' Compensation
Act, but no attempt was made to cure them,
and it is accepted all over the world today
that they are incurable. Now it is proposed
to endeavour to arrest the disease amongst
a section of the men.

The Honorary Minister: Science has
marched on.

Ron. J. CORNELL: One thing that will
redound to the lasting credit of this House
is the attitude it has taken at all times in
respect of legislation intended to comnpen-
sate diseased miners. I hope that my gold-
mining colleagues will stick to me in this
matter. This situation has gone on all these
years and it is only since the advent of Dr.
Henzell at Wooroloo that the Government
has been bitten with the bug that it is pos-
sible to cure T.B. Dr.'Hfislop has said what
Dr. Henzell and Dr. Muceke told him.' I do
not think the members of the medical pro-
fession lie to each other.

The Honorary Minister: There is' another
story about that.

Hlon. J. CORNELL: I do not think the
Minister will tell it.

The Honorary Minister: I might, 'if I had
the authority.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Seeing that no at-
tempt along these lines has been made
hitherto, that it is a voluntary effort and
that the one man in this House qualified to
speak on the matter has condemned the pro-
posal, is it too much to ask that the Bill
be not proceeded with?

Ron. A. Thomson: So that further in-
quiries. may be made.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: Seeing that we have
waited so long-

Hon. E. Ki. Heenan: What a futile argu-
ment!I

Hon. 3. CORNELL: - seeing that it is
not mandatory, that there is not a general
attempt to deal with pure T.B., and that
there is a condition that a man who volun-
tarily undertakes to undergo the treatment
is threatened with being sued if he discon-
.tinues being treated-

Eon. A. Thomson: Could not that be cut
-out?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No; let us cut the
Bill out! Seeing that the Bill has been eon-

,demned by the medical side-
The Honorary Minister: By whom?
Ron. J. CORNELL: By a man qualified

to speak on the matter.
The Honorary Minister: Not by the medi-

cal profession.
Ron. J. CORNELL: The Honorary Min-

ister would not ask Dr. Ainslie to give an
opinion, would he? An opini-un has been
given by a man who practises the profession.

The Honorary Minister: He can make
mistakes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course! Under-
takers make mistakes, and bury the wrong
corpse.

The Honorary Minister: So do doctors.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Is it too much to ask

that more light should he thrown on this
-subject, so that Mr. Williams and I could
go to Boulder -and say to the men that a
thorough inquiry has been made from the
medical point of view and that our advice
to them is to undergo the treatment? As the
position stands, I would say to any man,
"Take your chance with the other chap.
You can go to Wooroloo without undergoing
this treatment." Do not let it be thought
that I have any axe to grind.

The Honorary Minister:- The attitude you
are adopting is extraordinary.

Ron. J. CORNELL: I amn adopting that
attitude because T know the miners, and the
Minister does not.

The Honorary Minister: I lived and
worked with thenm.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Honorary Min-
ister might have made bread for them.

The Honorary Minister: T have worked
in the munes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That was a long while
ago, then.

The Honorary Minister: That applies to
you, too.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are interjections
allowed, Mr. President?

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I hope the Minister
wvill not proceed with the Bill, but if he does,
I would like the House to reject it. Seeing
that I come up for execution in May aind
that practically two-thirds of the people in
my province are miners, it would probably
suit mue to temporise, but, in the interests
of the miners concerned, I do not propose
to do so.

HON. E. Mi. HEENAN (North-East):
This Bill proposes to amend the Mine
Workers' Relief Act in a direction that will
have special application to men suffering
from T.B. Men engaged in the goidmining
industry undergo a laboratory examination
periodically. Those examinatioiis from time
to time reveal that some of the men are
suffering front silicosis, or T.B. complicated
by silicosis, or T.B. itself. This measu~re
proposes that when a mineworker is dis-
covered by a laboratory examination to be
suffering from T.B,, he shall be entitled to
certain benefts and, in the opinion of the
Government, guided by its eminent medical
advisers *who have made a special study of
this question, he can have held out to him
the prospect of being cured. These miners
will be men who reside on the gold fields aud
whose homnes are thiere. They live in a
locality where mining is practically the sole
industry and it is proposed that if the happy
time arrives when the doctors who will have
charge of the scheme arc able to certify that
they are cured-and f use the word "cured"
advisedfly-they can go back and work in
certain places on the mines.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Would not they he
fools!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Of course, we can
halve our own opinions about that. But on
the goldllelds mining is the only industry
where these men are likely to find emnploy-
ment, and the doctors evidently believe there
are certain places on the mines where the
mnen can safely work without running a grave
risk of the complaint recurring. That is a
brief outline of the measure as it appears
to me.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You approve of
taking a man with T.B. from the dry climate
of the goldflelds to the wet climate of Wooro-
boYl
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Hon. E. MW. HEENAN:- I am not com-
petent to answer that question. I understand
there is a specialist at Wooroloo who has
devoted the whole of his professional career
to a study of this question, and there is an-
other man at the Government hospital whose
opinion is of the highest standing-

Ron. J. Cornell: The hon. member heard
what Dr. Hislop said about that phase.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: From my own
limited knowledge, I know that the problem
of T.B. has been receiving the attention
of the most eminent doctors all over the
world, and I feel that great strides have been
made. I am hopeful that further advance
wtill be made, and that this dreadful scourge
will be capable of complete cure. For the
life of me I cannot understand the attitude
of Mr. Cornell. He has lived on the gold-
fields longer than I have, and I have the
utmost respect for his op~inion on all matters
appertaining to the mining industry and the
mien engaged in it. He himself baa worked
in mines and has made a study all his life
of the miners' conditions. His opinion is
worth a great deal, and I am quito certain
that in his attitude on this Bill he is sincere.
But, after granting all that, I cannot see why
ho should oppose a measure like this, be-
cause the sole object of the Bill is to do
something for these men. He asks why they
are picked out, as if some imposition is to
be placed on them!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. M!. HEENAN: Before proceed-
ing further to deal with some objections
raised by Mr. Cornell to the Bill, I would
like to draw the attention of the House to
portion of Clause 5, which reads-

A mineworkcer who has been prohibited from
emiployment as a mineworker under Section 13
of this Act on the ground that he is suffering
from tuberculosis without silicosis and who is
eligible for the benefits prescribed by Section
49 of this Act, may be requested by the Minis-
ter, after he receives the prescribed notice of
prohibition, to submit himself at such time anad
place as the Minister shall appoint, for the
purpose of further medical examination and
eurative treatment; and such mineworker if he
accedes to such request shall receive and con-
tinue to receive curative treatment. -

Then the provision sets out that expenses
and charges incurred in connection with the
mnedical examination and curative treatment
shall be paid by the hoard out of the fund.
It will be appreciated by members that the
proposal is purely voluntary. The mine-

worker may be requested by the Minister to
submit himself for examination and treat-
meat. 'Mr, Williams interjected with regard
to miners going to Wooroloo. My answer to
that is that I am not competent to express
an opinion as to the relative merits of
Wooruoe and Kalgoorlie for the treatment
of this dreadful complaint. In my opinion,
members should refrain from expressing an
opinion on that subject as being one for
decision by eminent authorities-

Hon. J. Cornell: One eminent authority
gave his opinion, and he got the stick.

Hon. B. M. HIEENAN. -who will
guide the destinies of the men who may sub-
mit themselves for examination. However,
if I may express my personal opinion, I
would prefer treatment at Kalgoorlie if I
were one of the miners. My home and
friends would be there, and miners who have
lived a large proportion of their lives on
the Goldflelds form a very warm attachment
to the district.

Hon. J. Cornell; Dr. Hislop says that the
necessary treatment cannot be provided
there.

The Honorary Minister: Hle is wrong in
that statement.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: One remarkable

feature about it is the affection that miners
have for the Goldfields. Sometimes one may
make a fortune and leave Kalgoorlie. He
may build an expensive home elsewhere, but
my experience is that such a man always
has a longing to return to the Goldfields.
There is something about the place that has
a lasting effect on men who have spent
many years there. I feel confident that the
Minister and the doctors concerned will take
that aspect into consideration. The Bill
makes no, mention of Wooroloo, and I
understand that this treatment may be ad-
ministered at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. C. B. Wilams: Are you sure of
that?

The Honorary Minister: It would all de-
pend upon the progress of the disease.

Hon. C. El. Wililiams: Where has the Gov-
ernment spent money on establishing a
farm colony-IKalgoorlie or Wooroloo?

Hon. E. XW. HEENAN: Mr. Cornell used
the argument that this legislation is sec-
tional, and we must agree that it is.

Hon- S. Cornell: I did not use that argu-
ment.
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Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I was under the
impression that the bon. member did. For
instance, he asked why this should not apply
to bakers. One certainly would gather the
impression that he regarded it as sectional.
I suppose the reason is that a start has to
be made, and the incidence of this disease
is more noticeable among miners than among
any other section of the community. I hope
the day will come when children will be ex-
amined from time to time. In fact, I am
of the opinion that every member of the
community should undergo an x-ray exam-
ination periodically so that should a person
be found to be suffering from this dreadful
scourge the State could take it upon itself
to offer proper treatment in the early stages.
At present people contract the disease, and
they go on and on, nothing being done for
them.

The Bill will represent a start, and I can-
not see why there should he any objection
to the measure because it will simply apply
to men working on the mines. Another oh-
.jection raised by Mr. Cornell was that men
after being cured would he allowed to go
back to work in the mines where presum-
ably they contracted the disease in
the first instance. That such men should
return to the mines is not compul-
sory. They may do so and work
in restricted avenues in connection with which
apparently the authorities believe there will
he little, if any, chance of further infection.
It is purely voluntary on the part of the
men, and I take it the reason for that is
that on the fields mnining is practically the
only form of industry in which such men can
engage. I hope for a far better and more
comprehensive scheme in the years to come,
hut in the meantime the Bill represents a
start. No harm can he done and possibly
a great step forward will have been taken.
T support the Bill because I think it 'will
afford a chance of cure for those to whom
it will apply.

The class concerned will be comparatively
young men whose lives are most valuable.
Furthermore, dluring the period of treatment
they will receive the same rate of compen-
sation that they would otherwise be paid.
The whole cost will be borne by the fund.
Mr. Cornell made reference to the inister
who introduced the Bill in another place and
said, "'Mr. Panton has been bitten with the
bug that you can cure tuberculosis," I do

not know what the hon. member had in his
mind when ho said that, but, in my opinion,
hie paid 31r. Panton one of the highest
tributes that he could. I for one am very
gratefl to the Minister for Mines and his
officers who have been bitten with the hug
that they can cure tuberculosis,

Hon. J. Cornell: Dr. Hislop says it is
(ho wrong bug.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I have the highest
respect for Dr. Hislop's opinion, but we
must remember that great strides have been
made in medical science-and not all doctors
are in agreement I do not know that Dr.
Hislop hbas specialised in this particular
sphere, but the medical profession has
studied this problem for centuries, and
surely some progress has been made and
further progress will still be made. I re-
gard this legislation as reflecting the greatest
credit upon those who sponsored it. Al-
though the Bill represents a start and is not
vecry comprehensive in its scope, I hope it
will he passed and that the experience gained

asa result will prove of benefit not only to
the men engaged in the mining industry,
hat to mien, women and children in all other
spheres of employment.

HON. T. MOORE (Central): I hope the
Bill will be passed so that men suffering
from this disease will be able to take advan-
tage of the treatment that will he available
to them. Regarding what Mr. Cornell has
said during the course of his devastating
criticism, I should imagine he has pinned
his faith to a great degree on the opinion
of Dr. Hislop. I shall quote what Dr.
H-islop said regarding Dr. Henzell during
the Address-in-reply debate when possibly
the Hill now under discussion was not even
in prospect. Speaking of Dr. Henzcll be
said-

This man is doing a miagnificent job and
for the first time in western Australia. we
really have tuberculosis treated as it should
be withk moaera methods.

That statement was made only a short time
ago, and to ine it was very good news. That
expression of opinion struck me forcibly
because I have been interested in men who
have been suffering for years from this
disease, and it certainly gave me hope. It
miust also have given other men some hope
when they realised that for the first time
in the history of Western Australia, ac-
cording to Dr. Hisslop, who is our medical
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authority in this House, modern methods
have been applied to the treatment of tuber-
culosis. I am very pleased indeed to know
that we have modern methods in use, and
that the Health Department, so often criti-
cised adversely, is now credited with using
the right method. Surely, in view of what
I have quoted from Dr. Hislop's remarks, it
would be a good idea to have men treated in
the early stages of T.B. if they wished to
be treated. That is the point. There is no
coercion at all. Mr. Cornell said that even
after treatment a man might die just as
quickly as a man who had never received
t reatment.

I-Ion. J. Cornetl: I never said that. I
used the word "die" only when quoting Mr.
Panton.

lion. T. MOORE: That after treatment a
Man might go to the grave just as quickly
as the man who did not undergo treatment.
We have it from Mr. Cornell's own lips that
the man he spoke of has received the modern
treatment. I want to keep the spirit of
bhlpe in the hearts of sufferers. If they are
:illc~ved just to drag along from day to day,
the spirit of despair overcomes them. For
that reason I ant perfectly satisfied that I
;%m doing the right thing by voting to allow
this modern treatment to be given to men
who care to avail themselves of the oppor-
ftnity.

HON. E_ H3. H. HALL (Central) : It has
been stated in the course of the debate that
Dr. Hislop, like other humans, is liable to
err. I concur in that statement. We can
he in no doubt as to what the hon. member
said. Hle told me, and I believe he also told
the House, that he had taken the trouble to
ring up Dr. Henzcll and also Dr. Muceke-
if I am wrong I shall be corrected. Dr.
Hislop said that both those medical gentle-
men told him they had not been consulted
as to the contents of the Bill.

Hon. V. Hfameralcy: The Minister said
they had been consulted.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is all I have
to state as my reason for voting against the
Bill. If the Government will not take the
advice of the medical gentleman in charge
of Wooroloo, I cannot support the measure.
Dir. Henzell was praised by the Honorary
Minister himself. And surely there must be
something to justify Mir. Cornell, who has
taken a close interest for so many years
in these unfortunate afflicted miners, in vet-

lug against the measure. I shall await the
Honorary Minister's reply, and if it satisfies
me that the specialists' opinion has been
acted on-

The Honorary Minister: I did not say
that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:- If I am satisfied
that the specialists' opinion has been acted
on, I shall be prepared to change my mind.
But Dr. Hislop stated that he had commnuni-
cated with Dr. Hensell, who had not been
consulted regarding the Bill.

THE HONORARY MINSTER (in re-
ply) : I feel at a great disadvantage in
replying to the debate on the Bill, because
I would have liked Dr. Hislop to be present.
When that .gentleman was returned to this
House, I thought that he would be a great
acquisition, that probably he would take the
place of Dr. Saw and occupy the same high
place in the estimation of members.

Hon. J. Cornell: You do not agree with
him unless he agrees with you!

The HO0NORARY MINISTER: Dr, His-
lop has given the House none but destruc-
tive criticism. He can retrace his steps.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: Why not deal
with the Bill instead of with him?

The HONORARY MLINISTER: What
Dr. Hislop said here, if my memory is cor-
rect, was that Dr. Muecke and Dr. Heazell
told him they had never seen the Bill.

Members: No; had not been consulted.
The HONORARY MINISTER: That

makes my case much stronger. It is ad-
visable, before dealing with the actual
clauses of the Bill, to give members an out-
line of the basis upon which it was drafted.
Under the parent Act-the Mine Workers'
Relief Aet-inineworkers are medically
examined annually, and if found to be suf-
fering from tuberculosis as defined in the
Act, are prohibited from further employ-
ment. Following this prohibition, they re-
ceive compensation amounting to £750, and
following the exhaustion of that benefit, they
receive farther compensation for the rest of
their lives on a lesser scale as provided for
in the Act. All such compensation comes
from the Mine Workers' Relief Fund-a
fund contributed to in equal proportions by
the mniners themselves, the employers and
the Government. This fund is administered
by a board comprising two representatives
of the employees, two representatives of
the employers and a Government chairman.
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Having been provided with such compen-
sation, the tuberculous man is left to his
own resources. No treatment has been given
to hint, nor has any one worried about his
medical future. Such is the picture of the
position at present. For some time, the
board and the department have been giving
very careful consideration to the question of
endeavouring to cure these unfortunate men,
most of whom are young and are between
the ages of 30 to 35 years. Very complete
medical advice has been obtained from the
doctors employed on their examinations, and
from lung specialists such as Doctors Hen-
zcii and Muecke and from leading Common-
wealth medical officers in the State. The
unanimous opinion was that these infected
mine workers could, and should, he medi-
cally treated. The representatives of the
men on the board have been most anixious
to see such treatment started, and the board
members generally have been willing and
anxious to provide the cost of treatment.

The Bill is) therefore, a simple little one
to provide authority for such treatment. It
is not a technical, medical Bill in any re-
spect. It is purely to authorise'such treat-
ment and to provide for the cost of that
treatment. In fact, Section 42, paragraph
jc) of the principal Act already provides
adequate authority for the provision of hos-
pitals, sanatoria and other places for the
treatment, care and comfort of minework-
ers; and this power will be used if, and
when, the need arises. For this reason, the
Bill does not refer to such matters as coloni-
sation and the other extraneous phases re-
ferred to by Dr. Hislop. Just further to
ebarify Dr. Tlislop's mind, I would men-
tion that in discussions -with the medical
fraternity, Drs. Henzell and Muecke re-
qluested that the question of erecting and
conducting a hostel at Wooroloo for these
miners arid their dependants; be deferred
until after the scheme had been in opera-
tion for some tune.

During the course of his speech, Dr. His-
lop spent much time in dealing- with the
definition of tuberculosis, claiming that the
Bill would break down on this deti nitin.
In actual fact, this does not affect thle posi-
lion one iota. The certificate of freedom
will be issued by the Chief Quarantine Offi-
cer General, wvho is the medical head of tile
Commonwealth Department of Health-his
medical officials conduct, on the State's be-
half, the examination of miners-and he

issues all laboratory certificates. Such cer-
tificates will only he issued when his officers
are fully satisfied that the mineworker is
free from tuberculosis as defined in the
parent Act. This official was consulted on
this question prior to the drafting of the
Bill, and he stated that he would be pre-
pared to issue such a certificate to a treated
mineworker whose active tubercular condi-
tion has been prrested, because the disease
of tuberculosis mentioned in the certificate is
tuberculosis as defined in the Act.

The old bogey of sectional treatment was
again raised by Dr. Hisicp. If it is not
possible to provide treatment for the whole
of the community, surely it is to the benefit
and in the interests of everybody to treat
a section of workers whose actual employ-
ment brings on this disease and who have
contributed for yearn to ensure that every-
thing will he done for them should they be-
come afllicted. The subject matter of the
Bill originated in a letter to Dr. Muceke
dated the 9th July, 1940, from the Super-
intendient of the Mine Workers' Relief Fund,
Mr. Hogg. This letter was sent by dire-
tion of the Minister for Health, Hon. A. H.
Panton. Prior to that date extensive
inquries had been made from mnedical autho-
ritiei concerning the possibility of effecting
nn improvement in the condition of miners
ilflitted with the various forms of miners*
ligenses.

The Mine Workers' Relief Act was passed
in February, 1933, and under its provisions
b~y the beginning of 1940 large reserves,
approximately £170,000, had been accumu-
lated. Between the proclamation of the Act
and today substantial progress has been
mnade in the treatment of tuberculosis, and
the board wvas actuated by the desire to
assist in every way possible in effecting an
improvement in any man on the fund and
was ready to pay the cost of such treat-
ment. I got a terrible shock tonight. as I
expected Mr. Cornell to support the Bill.
[t was plainly seen, in his condemnation,
that he had made up his mind on the basis
of his experiences gained 20 years ago.

Hon. J. Cornell: No. Like the Honorary
Minister, I move with the times.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It did not
appear so tonight. Included in the letter
to Drs. Hcnzell and -Mucke, to which I re-
ferred earlier, was a questionnaire requesting
replies covering the various forms of miners'
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diseases and the approximate cost of treat-
ing a patient. It is interesting to note that
Dr. Macke computed, after consulting with
Mr. Powell, manager of the Perth Hospital,
that it would cost £114 10s. per patient
which covered-

1, The acute general hospitl unit,
2, convalescent hospital unit,
3, out-patient clinic.

As this Bill deals only with miners afflicted
with pulmonary tuberculosis, I will quote an
extract from Dr. Maceke's letter covering
this particular type of patient-

The possibilities of treatment and the prob-
abilities of "arrest'' of disease of those
miners of Class 1 have already been discussed.
Let ine refer once more to your questionnaire
where you ask for information regarding the
possibilities of cure "whilst the disease was in
the early stage approximating to the stage of
our mirieworker."1 My reply to this is that we
may expect even better results than those al.
ready outlined. The majority of our failures
arc due to the fact that the patient has not
sought medical advice soon enough, namely,
the disease has progressed too far. With X-ray
control such as you halve of your mine workers,
it should be possible to treat the disease early
(and therefore -with good results) and eventu-
ally to stamp out the disease, provided that
this community is protected from immigrant
sources of infection.

That is a definite opinion.
This letter was addressed to the Superin-
tendent of the Mine Workers' Relief Fund.
It was dated December, 1941. Dr. Muecke
concluded his lengthy letter with the follow-
ing paragraph.

If Mr. Powell and I can be of any further
assistance in this matter, we will ha only too
willing to help. Should you wish to discuss
this report or other items in connection with
the subject matter of this report, I shall be
only too willing to meet you-

Boa. J. Cornell: You are. not asserting
that Dr. Muecke i& an authority on T.B.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes; he
has had a far better training in L-B. treat-
ment than bee Dr. Hislop. Th any case, it
is unwise to make these comparisons.

Hon. 4. Cornell: The Honorary Minister
condemns Dr. Hislop.

The HONORARY MINISTER, No, but
I condemn his tactics in this Chamber. It is
obvious by the file that the Superintendent
of the Mine Workers' Relief Fund had had
discussions with both Dr. Muceke and Dr.
Hfenzell because on the 19th December, 1941L,
after studying the file for two month;, which

covered all inquiries from eminent authoi-
ties, Dr. Henzell sent a reply expressing his
opinion regarding the projected legislation.
I1 will qluote paragraph 2 on~ page 91 of the
departmental file which 11 have with me-

Firstly let me reiterate my whole-hearted
support of the projected scheme for the treat-
ment of tubereulous mine workers. I will be
pleased to do all that I can. FacUlties at the
Wooroloo Sanatorium are being improved and
extended, aed since I have been appointed to
the honorary medical staff at the Perth Hos-
pita l7 close liaison now exists between the
hospital and the sanatorium for the treatment
of tuberculosis. Oases requiring surgical treat-
ment will in future receive it adequately.

It is quite clear, therefore, that Dr.
Maceke and Dr. Henzell, both acknowledged
experts, are strongly backing this legisla-
tion, Mr. E. H. H. Hall said that Dr. His-
lop stated that Dr. Henzell and Dr. Muecke
had not been consulted.

Hon, J. A. Dimmit: He said they had
never seen the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER:, I can
quite imagine anyone not seeing a Bill.
Sometimes Ministers do not see them. They
provide the frame work of the legislation
and it is sent to the Crown Law Department
for drafting.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: At any rate, they
have been consulted about it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Be-
cause of certain happenings in the mining
industry, the Bill was not proceeded with
last session. I have merely quoted these two
extracts in order to let members know the
very careful attention given to the matter
by all parties concerned. In this file, there
are also various letters from our own doc-
tors, who have had many years of experi-
ence in dealing medically with mineworkers,
and the results of various conferences be-
tween the officers of the department and the
medical men. Details of similar treatment
in America and South Africa have been ob-
tained.

The House will therefore see that this is
a matter which has received very careful
consideration. In fact, since February, 1940,
investigations have been proceeding con-
tinnously. It is not a measure that has
been rushed through. It has been discussed
with many of our leading lung specialists
and all are in agreement with it. Finally,
to cap the argument I would like to read
a letter from Mr. W. A. Barnett, the see-
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retary of the Mine Workers' Relief Fund,
under date the 8th September of this year--
The Under Secretary for Mines,

Mines Department,
Central Government Buildings,

Perth.
re Medical and Surgical Treatment of Miners

suffering from Tuberculosis.
Dear Sir,

At a meeting of the Board held yesterday,
r was directed to inform you that a copy of
the Bill at present before Parliament dealing
with an Aict to amend the Mine Workers' Re-
lief Act in respect to medical and surgical
treatmcsat to miners .su~ffering f row tuber-
culosis was brought under notice, and the
Board desires to state that it approves of the
provisions made in the Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That was the com-
pulsory clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. If
the lion. member wishes to re-insert that
amendment--

Hon. C. B. Williams:, No.
The H ONORARY MINISTER: Mr-. Cor-

nell said that I knew nothing about miners.
My early years in Australia were spent in
Broken Hill. I worked for seine time on
the Broken Hill mine. In those days it
wa.s my ambition to be a miner. A close
friend of mine there was the General Sec-
retary of the A.W.U. in Broken Hill. He
wag a member of the mineworkers' team
used by the Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd.
to test all new grounds. The best miners
were then selected for that job and the
wag-es of the other men were based Upon
the capacity of those specialists. They be-
longed to the Amalgamated Mliners' Asso-
ciation. I almost went on my knees to he
allowved to go into the Broken Hill Pro-
prietary mine to be taught the art of min-
ing. This man, who was afterwards Senator
John Barnes said to me, "You have a trade.
Keep on working until you have enough to
start out for yourself. You will do a lot
better than we will, and you will be alive
when we are all dead."'

The history of Broken Hill is practically
the same as that of Kalgoorlie and our other
goldflelds. With one exception, there is not
a man I then knew who is alive today. They
all died years ago. This Bill, therefore. is
worthy of the backing of this Hlouse if it
saves only one man. I am not going to say
anything about what Dr. Hislop said, but
the position is that there are 20 men from
30 to 35 years of age who will be able,

if they wish, to undertake this treatment.
If they get T.B. on the mine they receive
£750. If their disease is arrested or cured-
and I prefer the term "cured" because I
have seen T.B. cured-they are then allowed
to return to the mines. We must take notice
of what Mr. Heenan said tonight. Gold-
fields people have a love of the place and
like to return there. If the doctors are
proved to be wrong, these men will receive
another £750; that is, two amounts of £750.

Hon. J1. Cornell: That is new to me.
The HONORARY MINISTER: The Min-

ister made that statement in another place.
Hon. J. Cornell:- He makes many un-

reliable statements.
The HONORARY MINISTER: If the

disease recurs they arc entitled to another
£750.

Hon. L. Craig: Having been passed as
cured, if they become re-infected their ill-
ness is then treated as a new disease and
they are compensated again to the extent of
£750. Is that what you meauT

The HONORARY MINISTER11: Yes.
H1on. C. B. Williams: A man prohibited

from workig in a mine never goes luiek
to it.

The HONORARY 'MiNISTERi: Seemn-
ingly M1r. Williamns has not read the Bill.
This ineasure will enable an affected mmi-e
who has been ceared to go back to work on
a mine-

Hon. 41. Cornell: Is that wise?
The HONORARY M1INISTER: Yes;

there would he work of various kinds that
suich a mian could do.

Han. C. F. Baster: There has never been
at permanent cure of a ease of T.B.

The HONORARY M1INISTER: Rem ark-
able progress has been made in recent years
in the treatment of 'LB. The men who con-
sent to undergo this treatment will losge
nothing-. The provision that men who hav-
ing started the treatment and discontinued it,
should pay the cost entailed is a fair one.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: I ask members to

allow the Honorary Mlinister to continue his
speech.

The 'HONORARY 'MINISTER: If a
young oman is afflicted with the disease, he
will receive his compensation. Then he will
be given this opportunity to undergo treat-
ment on modern lines. ft is a wonderful
opportunity, especially for a young man,
and it will cost him nothing. The 20 men
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will be able to undergo this treatment or
not as they wish. If I were one of them,
I would avail myself of the opportunity
gladly. If we, by making this provision,
can save one life, the effort will have been
worth while.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

* - . ., 19

6

Majority for . . .. 13

AYEa.
Hon. C. F. Bastet
Hon. C. R. Cornish
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. J1. A. Dimmitt
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. G. Fraser
Rion. El. H. G ray
Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. Vl. M. Heenan

NORn
Hon. Sir Hal Colebaich
Hon. J. Cornell
Ron. V. Haearisey

Question thus passed
Bill read a second -ti

Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon, W. .1. Mann
Han. T. Moore
Hot. 1H, V. Plasse
Hon%. H. 1.. Roces
Hon. A. Thowson
Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. G. U. Wood
Hon. V. V.. Aibpon

/Wellv.)

Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Non, MI. Tuekey

(Teller.)I

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).

Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECR.ETARY [8.25]: 1
inove--

That the Bill be now rend :a third time.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT: As it is necessary

that the third reading be passed by an abso-
lute majority, I shall divide the House.

Division taken with the following result:
Ayes .. . .22

Noes -. . . 0

Majority for

Avis.
Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh
Eon. 0. R. Cornish

Han. L. Craig
Ilimo .. A. Dlmnitt.

HaIn. J1. M. Drew
lion. 0. Fraser
Hon. F. NI. Gibson
Hon X H. Gray
Hon. R1. H. H. Hall
Hon. V. HanereleY
Han. E. M. Heenan

22

Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. W. J. Meo3b
Hon. T. Moore
Hon. H1. S. W. Parker
Eon. H. V. Pltes
Hen. H. L. Roche
Hon. A. 'Tbomson
Ron. F, R. Welsh
Hon. C. U1. Williams
Ron. 0. B. Wood
Hon. W. R. Hell

(Teller.)

The PRESIDENT: I have satisfied my-
self that there is an absolute majority of
membhers present and voting in the affirma-
tive. I declare the question passed by an
absolute majority.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL-COAL MINE WORKERS

(PENSIONS).
Read a third time and returned to the

Assembly with amendments.

RESOLUTION-MEAT, SUPPIES
AD RATIONING OF MUTTON.

Asse6mbliy's Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it had agreed to the Council's resolution sub-
ject to an amendment in which it desired
the conceurrence of the Council now con sid-
ered.

The PRESIDENT: The Council's resolu-
tion is as follows:-

That in the opinion of this House1 the
rationing of mutton in Western Australia is
unnecessary for the following reasons:-

(a) There is a surplus of mutton in this
State;

(b) Owing to the deplorable mismanagement
of manpower the treatment of mutton
for export to the United Kingdom is
impossible.

(c) Rationing has lowered the price ob-
tained by the producer.

This Parliament urges the Commonwealth Gov-
erment to exempt Western Australia from the
provisions of the regulations until satisfactory
arrangements have been made to handle the
SUTirpus Supply.

The amendment in which the Assembly de-
sires the conicurrence of the Council is as
follows:-

Delete all wo~rds nfter the word ''rationing''
in line 2, and insert in lieu the words:-

"iand restriction of mutton sales if war-
ranted by the need to have added quantities
available for the Services and for export
should not take place in Western Australia
unless and until-

(a) there is an assurance that during the
next three months all mutton sheep
not needed for local trade and con-
sumption be lifted from tbe markets
and after slaughter stored to meet
United Kingdom and Service needs;

(b) an announcement be made as to the
price to be paid for United King-
dom contract mutton, such price to
provide a fair return to the pro-
ducer;
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(a) manpower releases be made to meet
the labour needs at treatment works
to bandle all sheep and lamibs offer-
ing.

This resolution to be transmitted by telegraph
to the Commonwealth Government immedi-
ately."I

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [8.31] : I
move-

That the amendment made by -the Legislative
Assembly be agreed to.
I hope members will agree to the resolution
as amended by the Assembly. Notwithstand-
ing that it may appear to be something quite
different from the motion passed by this
Chamber, it really achieves the same end.
I desire to thank those members who sup-
ported me. I also thank the Minister for
Agriculture for the interest which he dis-
played in the resolution, which seeks to
dIraw the attention of the Commonwealth
authorities to the undesirability of imposing
meat rationing in Western Australia unless
and until proper facilities are provided in
this State. I draw the attention of those
who criticised me in regard to paragraph
(b) of my motion that paragraph (c) of the
amendment does deal with the question of
manpower.

Hfon. T. Moore: But the words "deplorable
mismanagement" are not now used. It is
expressed in a better way.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Mr. Moore is like
the spoilt child! who, because he could not
get what he wanted, said, "I will not play."
He opposed the motion. I expressed my
willingness to agree to the striking out of
the words "deplorable mismanagement" with
a view to inserting the word "shortage-') Un-
fortunately, that was not donv. We had to
make a start and no matter how the motion
might have been worded it would have been
watered down to some extent. The Minister
for Agriculture wishes to submit the reso-
lution by telegram to Canberra tomorrow,
and that shows how urgent be thinks the
matter is.

HON. T. MOORE (Central): I second
the motion. This resolution, as amended, is
practically the move that I made in this
Chamber. I wished to strike out of the
original motion two words, "deplorable mis-
management," as they did not seem to me
to be desirable. Their retention might have
provoked hostility.

Hon. A. Thomson: Mr. Wood said he
was willing to allow those words to be
struck out.

Ron. T. MOORE: Yes, I understand.
Were I to present a case to a Minister I
would not use language of that nature. That
is where I felt Mr. Craig was wrong.

Members: Mr. Wood, not Mr. Craig.
Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. Another place

has decided that Mr. Craig was wrong.
Members: Mr. Wood!
Hon. T. MOORE: I am a little confused.

They are both unruly at times. It was a
fine gesture on the part of Mr. Wood to
bring the motion forward. I commend him
for the action he took. It will certainly
bring home to the Commonwealth authori-
ties that the rationing of meat ia this State
is not desirable. I am hopeful that as a
result of the resolution-

Hon. G. B. Wood: Not with your help!
Hon. T. MOORE; -omething good

will be achieved.
Question put and passed, and a message

accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILLr-FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC

LIGHTING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly's8 Message.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amendments.

BILL--LEGISLATIV COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY [8.35] in

moving the second reading said: This Bill
is complementary to the measure that has
already been before the House.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Complimentary?
The CHIEF SECRETARY;: I do not see

any reason for mirth. The word I have used
is the correct one.

Hon. J. Cornell: It generally indicates
something for nothing!I

The CHIREF SECRETARY: The Bill
makes provision for members of the various
Forces to exercise the franchise for the
Legislative Council. It makes provision for
members of the Forces outside Australia
but within the South-West Pacific zone, as
well as for members of the Forces within
Australia, discharged members of the Forces
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in Australia who are unenrolled and mem-
bers of the Civil Construction Corps. As
the franchise for the Legislative Council is
restricted it is necessary to present a dif-
ferent Bill, but members will find that the
only- differences between this measure and
that dealing with the Assembly franchise are
to he found in Clauses 4 and 22, together
with some necessary alterations in the de-
finition clause. The other clauses are mach-
inery clauses similar to those in the Assem-
bly franchise measure.

The Bill provides that all members of the
Forces who are within Australia and the
South-West Pacific zone shall have a vote
for any Legislative Council election, irre-
spective of the age of the voter and notwith-
standing. the fact that in civilian life he did
not possess the qualification of an elector for
the Legislative Council. Sub-clause (3) of
Clause 4 gives a vote to the wife of a mem-
her of the Forces, provided that the hus-
band, as a householder, was enrolled or
qualified for enrolment as a Legislative
Council elector at the time he joined up and
provided also that the wife ripmains in ocen-
pation of the dwelling house.

During the last 'war the Franchise Act of
191.6 made provision for the soldier to re-
tain his right to vote for the Legislative
Council if he had a householder qualifica-
tion. It also provided that if the wife of the
soldier remained in occupation of the dwell-
ing house she would have the vote in lieu
of her husband. In this Bill the proposal
goes further because it provides that bath the
husband and the wife shall have the right to
vote. In other words, all members of the
Defence Forces get a vote not because they
arc over 21 or because they hold the property
qualification1 but because they are members
of those Forces.

Clause 22 deals with voting by members
of the Civil Construction Corps. All mem-
bers of! that corps who were enrolled or
qualified for enrolment at the time of com-
mnencing their employment with the Civil
Construction Corps retain such enrolment
or qualification and are able to vote s if
they were members of the Forces. In effect,
such a person affected retains his qualifica-
tion as a householder even if he is no longer
occupying- a dwelling house. If a member
of the Civil Construction Corps is married
and his wife remains in occupation of the
dwelling house, she is entitled to vote as the

householder in lien of her husband. The
Bill does not give a vote to a member of
the Civil Construction Corps who was not
entitled to one prior to his commencing
work for the Allied Works Council. He has
to be enrolled or qualified for enrolment at
the time he joined up. If so, he is en-
tilled to vote even if he lost such enrolment
or qualification for enrolment.

It will be necessary to amend the
machinery clauses of the measure in the
same way in which those clauses were
amended in the Bill dealing with the fran-
chise for the Assembly. In view of the dis-
cussion on the previous Bill, I do not feel
called upon to speak at length on this meas-
ure. The principle behind it is the same
as that involved in the' measure to give the
franchise for the Assembly to members of
the Forces. There is an essential difference
between the two franchises. Persons 21 years
of age or over are entitled or qualified to
vote for the Legislative Assembly provided
they are enrolled. In the case of the Legis-
lative Council enrolment is not compu~lsoryv
and it is not every person who is entitled
to be enrolled. While I anticipate some
members will desire to amend the Bill, I
hope-

Hon. C. B. Williams: I think you are an
optimist.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
claim to be .an optimist so far as this meas-
ure is concerned, but surely this Chamber
will agree to extend the franchise for the
Legislative Council to members of the
Forces in the same way as it was pre-
pared to extend the franchise for the Leg-
islative Assembly to members of the Forces I
I do not propose to spend any longer time
on the Bill. I think members understand
what it contains and I hope that on this oc-
casion the Legislative Council will agree
that the members of the Force who are at
present fighting for Australia should be en-
titled to record a vote for the next Legis-
lative Council elections. I mnove-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

RON. 0. F. BAXTER (East): The Chief
Secretary seemed a little surprised that he
had caused some hilarity by his use of the
word "complementary." He was referring
to the Bill, but naturally when a Bill of this
nature appears we can take only one view,
which is that it is anything but complimen-
tary to the sponsors. In fact, it is a reiflee-
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tion on their good judgment and ability.
Had they' in mind the future government of
this Statet I do not think so. I believe that
the only thing the Government has in mind
is what it can gain by a Bill of this nature
by way of votes at the next Council elec-
tion. The Bill points directly to that. By
interjection, Mr. Williams said that the
Ldader of the House was optimistic. It
would serve the Government right if that
were true; I hope it is not. I hope' the
House will agree to pass the second read-
ing of this Bill. As a matter of fact, I think
the Government would rejoice if this House
rejected it.

I do not intend to go very deeply into
the contents of the Bill. The Chief Secre-
tary pointed out the only difference between
this and the other Bill, but that difference is
the whole Bill. It is the essence of the
Bill and is the portion of it about which
this House is very concerned. I object to
the Minister's statement that the Bill is
similar to the one relating to the Legis-
lative Assembly elections. It is quite dif-
ferent. In regard to the Legislative Assemn-
bly the qualification is one vote for one per-
son over 21 years of age, except for the
amendment made last night extending the
vote to members of the Forces who are under
21 years of age and w~ho have served abroad.
With regard to this House there is a pro-
perty qualification. Goodness knows, that
qualification is low enough to enable any-
body to be enrolled! If we put this House
on the same basis as the other place, what
will he the position?' There will not he the

oudgovernment of this country that is
required. This is not the first attempt made
by a Labour Government to destroy the effic-
acy of this House. Attempts have been made
previously on several occasions. This is the
thin edge of the wedge.

Hon. 0. Fraser: It will make the system
more democratic.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Fraser inter-
jects that the Bill is intended to make the
franchise more democratic. This is the most
(lemocratic House there is.

'Do not talk to me about democracy! The
word is nauseating to me. The great des-
troyer of democracy is the Labour Party to
which the hon. member belongs. There is no
demnocracy today. Bureaucracy rules; in
fact, autocracy practically rules. Members
have read the Bill and I have heard their
expressions of opinion concerning it. I do

not propose to deal with the clauses, because-
that is useless. I-consider it would be very
advisable for us to pass the second reading
because we have a number of people on the,
Legislative Council rolls and others who are
entitled to be on the rolls who are taking
an active part in protecting this country.
Unless some provision is made for those out-
side Western Australia, by way of a Bill of'
this nature, those people will he disfranchised'
when the next election takes place. That
would he wrong. IVe want to provide facili-
ties for them, and that can be done by amend-
ing the Bill. There will be time. The Legis-
lative Council election will not be hurried'
like the Legislative Assembly election and we-
will not have the same difficulties to face.

Hon. J, Cornell: There will be exactly the
same position; we will have to amend the-
Constitution.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No! I have pre-
pared amendments hut could not put them
on the notice paper. Those amendments
will facilitate matters to give the voters of
the Council at the next election more time
than is afforded under the Bill passed last
night. Under the amendments I have in
niind the vote will be extended to electors who
are already qualified by being on the roll
and provision will be made for others to be
enrolled. I am not prepared to say that
young people of 18 should be enrolled just
because they are associated with the Defence
Deportment and are taking some part in the
conduct of the war. That is not sound; in-
deed it is very unsound. Moreover, I have
not yet met one who woanted to vote. These
p'eoplc doa not want to be bothered. The
amendmnents I propose will extend the vote
to those that are away from the State-
Those within the State will have an oppor-
tunity to vote.

I ask the Chief Secretary not to proceed
with the Committee stage of the Bill tonight,
in order that I may have time to place the
amendments on the notice paper for members
to study. Not much time is needed to dis-
cuss this Bill. It contains impossible con-
ditions as applied to sound government. I
do not think many members of this House
will be inclined to pass the second reading,
even with a view to amending the measure,
but I would ask them to agree to the second
reading in order that we might have an op-
portunity of providing facilities for voting
for those who are entitled to be on the roll
and who should be enabled to record their
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votes on the same basis as if they were in
the State.

HON. J. OORNEILL (South): Only a
superficial view will confirm what the Chief
Secretary said to the effect that in only two
instances does this Bill differ from that re-
lating to the Legislative Assembly election.
When we take into considcration the Con-
stitution and make-up of each branch of the
Legislature it will be found that the two pro-
posals are fundamentally different. For
argument's sake, one individual in this
State can have ten votes for the Legislative
Council, but not more than one for the
Legislative Assembly. I do not know
whether a certain man I have in mind is on
the roll now, but he was on the roll not long
ago for ten provinces!

Hon. E. 'Il. Heenan: He must have been
at popular man.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
knows him. Some of the electors who it is
proposed should be given the vote mnay be
qualified to vote in four or five provinces.
Ths it proposed to allow then] to do so? If
not, then we are taking away from service
men the franchise enjoyed by men who aire
not serving with the Forces. 1 could quote
other instances of men who are able to
record votes in several provinces. What
aniuses me is the provision that the house-
holder who was enrolled as a householder on
enlistment or appointment shall remain on
the roll or he entitled to vote and that his
wife shall also he entitled to vote. Super-
ficially that looks all right, but let us analyse
it. John Brown can be a freeholder and live
inl a house with his wife. He enlists. Hfe is
enrolled as a freeholder, although he could
he enrolled as a householder. If his wife
continues to live in the house it is not pro-
13oRed to give her a vote.

Bill Smith owns a house or is renting a
house and is a ratepayer. On the rate book
his; rate valuation is shown as £17 and he can
choose whether he becomes enrolled as a rate-
payer or a householder. If he carols as a rate-
pay-er and enlists and his wife continues to
live in the house, she does not get a vote. So
the absurdity of this position can be seen.
T know and you, Sir, know that in the South
rrovince-wvhich is largely, almost exclu-
sively, composed of impeeunious farmers and
wvorkers-there are dozens of men enrolled.
Some arc in the Fighting Services in the
same category as those I have spoken of.
They could be enrolled as ratepayers or

leaseholder&. It is not proposed to give
their wives a vote. Under the franchise
provisions during the last war, when a house-
holder enlisted, his right was preserved.
That was necessary. When the freeholder
disposed of his property he went off the roll
and when a ratepayer goes off the rate list
he also goes off the roll. In the eae of the
householder in the Fighting Services his
name is taken off the roll if his wife
claims enrolment as the householder. Now
it is proposed to enrol both. Mr.
Baxter suggested that we should take the
Bill into Committee and amend it so that
only persons enrolled for the Legislative
Council should vote. I do not know whether
that would do. Going through a list of
prisoners of war the other day I discovered
the names of six electors from the South
Province. Mr. Baxter also suggested there
would ho ample time, much more so than in
the case of the Legislative Assembly. That
is not necessarily so. Even if we amend the
Bill so that it will apply only to members
of the Fighting Forces and of the Civil Con-
struction Corps who are enrolled as electors,
that will not get over the time factor.

Hona. C. F. Baxter: It will give more time
for the Electoral Department to make pre-
partitions.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
knows that the Chief Electoral Officer said
that what was worrying him was that he
did not think hie would be able to get the
ballot papers to men in remote parts, such
as New Guinea, owing to the fact that a
large proportion could not be printed until
after the close of nominations. I asked him
whether there was any provision regarding
the Legislative Assembly election to extend
the date for the return of the writ and he
replied that there was. He also said, how-
ever, that there was no such provision with
regard to the Legislative Council.

Hotl. C. F. Baxter: There would nut be
anything like the same volume of printing to
be done in connection with the L~egislative
Council.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: Probably that is so.
Then there is the time between the issue of
the writ for the Couneil and its return.
That is clearly set forth in the Constitution
Act, not in the Electoral Act. It is pro-
vided that the writ shall be issued on or
before the lath April and that the elected
member shall draw his salary and be eon-
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sidered a member of the Legisative Council
as f rom the 21st May.

H-on. C. F. Baxter: I was referring more
to the question of printing.

H~on. J. CORNELL: On the other hand,
the interval between nominations and poll-
ing for the Legislative Council is not fixed
by the Constitution Act but by the Electoral
Act, and as the Chief Electoral Officer
pointed out in his evidence, that was a factor
that would militate against the issuing of
the ballot papers because the maximum
period allowed under the Electoral Act is
30 days. As we find there will be only 14
days between the issue of the writ and the
dose ot nominations, members will realise
that in actual time, unless we amend the
Constitution Act and make provision for
extending the time for the return of the writ,
there will be actually less time available for
dlespatching Ihe ballot papers to New
Guinea.

While I agree that the Bill could be
amended, iL will not be an easy matter. In
fact it will be difficult to amend it so that
we shall provide more facilities and more
time in order to make lprovision regarding
the Legislative Council such as we provided
for Legislative Assembly electors under the
other Bill. I do not think that even in their
wildest moments the sponsors of the Bill
considered the measure would successfully
inn the gauntlet in this Rouse. There is
nothing like trying anything once.

The Chief Secretary: We are giving you
the chance.

Hion. J1. CORNELL: I amn afraid the
Council will shoot it sitting and will not give
it a run. T shall support the second read-
ing, but I counsel Mr. Baxter that he will
find it 'very hard to amend the measure.

EON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban):; This Bill is the most extra-
ordinary I have ever seen. The Government
ask us to pass the measure to allow any-
one of any age who is or has been, in a
combat area or on active service any-
where, whether lie is a discharged soldier
or not and irrespective of the reason any
such man miay have bec'en discharged, to
vote for the Legislative Council election but
only during the war period and for 12 months
afterwards. A soldier could be the recipient
of the Victoria Cross but as soon as hos-
tilities cease he loses the franchise. What
an extraordinary thing! Can any member

regard the Bill seriously in view of the
extraordinary anomalies it contains?

Hon. G. Fraser: We could amend the
Bill.

Hon, H. S. W. PARKER: If the Govern-
ment is genuine why not alter the Constitu-
tion Act and give every man who has fought
f or his country the right to vote in connec-
tion with the Legislative Council. I do
not Propose to support the second reading
of the Bill.

HON. G. FRASER (West): I support
the second reading of the Bill. I can see
nothing wrong with it apart from the lpoint.
raised by Mr. Parker. I would be willing
to support an amendment to make the Bill
apply for all time and not merely for the
duration of the war.

Hon. H. S. W Parker: Tell we how that
could be done.%

Hon. G. FRASER: We could find some
way of getting over the difficulty.

lion. H. S. W. Parker: Look at the Title
of the Bill.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Title could he
amended; that has been done before.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I am afraid a niew Bill
altogyether would be required.

I-on. G. FRASER: In order to exercise
the franchise in connection with the Legis-
lative Council, all that is necessary is for
a person to owvn a sand patch worth £50
or to rent a house of a clear annual value
of £C17. In measuring uip the respective
qualifications for the franchise, I fail to see
that the mere possession of a sand patch or
the occupancy of a house under conditions
suchl as I have indicated can be regarded
as greater warrant for the exercise of that
privilege than the fact that a man has fought
for his coin try. Certainly the latter quali-
fication appears to mc to be the higher. I
know members of this Chamber are always
zealous in guarding their preserve and will
no doubt adopt the same attitude when deal-
ing with the Bill now under consideration.
I believe that before long we shall have
to amend the Constitution Act with regard
to the franchise for this Chamber. For many
years we have been lagging behind the rest
of the world. One member interjected that
this is the most democratic Chamber in Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who said that?
Hon. G. FRASER: Mr. Thomson.
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Hon. G. B. Wood: What about the Legis-
lative Council in New South Wales?9

Hon. G. FRASER: That is just as demo-
cratic as this Chamber. At least all the
members of Parliament have a vote in con-
nection with that House. In Western Aus-
tralia only about one-third of the people
can exercise the franchise in connection with
this Chamber.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Would you prefer to
be elected by members of another place?

Hon. 0. FRASER:t I would prefer to
be elected under a much more liberal fran-
ehise than attaches to this Chamber at pre-
sent. From a national point of view it is
justifiable that both the upper and lower
House should be elected on the adult fran-
chise. If it is good enough for the Corn-
mnonwealth Parliament, it should be good
enough for a State Parliament,

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: But in that in-
stance all the votes have an equal value.

Hon. G. FRASER: We could make that
apply in Western Australia too. The dif-
ference we have provided here was a gesture
to the outlying portions of the State. I can-
riot regard the constitution of the Legislative
Council as democratic, and I will agree with
the lion. member to that extent. The hion.
member will propose later to join forces in
creating some impression of that kind. How-
ever, this is a move to liberalise the franchise
for this Chamber, and at the very least it
should be extended to any member of the
Forces. That is a greater justification than
the present qualificaitions for the franchise
of the Legislative Council.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West): I
have endeavoured to understand the motive
behind the Bill, and it appears to me-I may
be wrong-that there is no real justification
for it. Mr. Fraser put his finger exactly
on the spot when he said that this was a
move to liberalise the franchise for the
Council. Hitherto we have been given to
understand that the Bill was a move to re-
ward those people who have gone away and
are bearing arms.

Hon. G. Fraser: I mentioned both.
Hon. W. J. MANN: That was an after-

thought. My impression is that the move
to liberalise the franchise for this House
is the real issue. I for one am not pre-
pared to accept that position on a Bill of
this description. I amn quite prepared to
support a measure that would give the op-

portunity to vote to those who are already
enrolled or are eligible under existing con-
ditions; but heyona that I am not prepared
to go.

HON. E1. BE. HEENAN (North-East);
The Bill does undoubtedly propose to ex-
tend the franchise in a way which will, I
suppose, have the approval of members of
this Chamber. In the former Bill the ques-
tion of giving votes to soldiers of 18 years
was settled, and I do not suppose that there
is any hope of a different view being taken
on this Bill. I believe, however, that all
members will agree with me that a measure
should he passed giving soldiers who were
on the roll or were entitled to the franchise
at the time of their enlistment, an oppor-
tunity to vote. I can see that it is going to
be highly difficult to carry our wishes into
effect.' Again, the difficulties to which Mr.
Cornell drew attention are fairly real dif-
ficulties, and there is this aspect of the mat-
ter: A number of men on the roll were
householders when they enlisted, and prob-
ably many of them are now located in New
Guinea, for instance. Certainly they should
be entitled to vote, and I also consider that
their wives, who are present householders,
should be given a vote.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about a man
who had a conditional purchase lease, and
whose wife is still living on the holding?

Hon. E. AL HEENAN: She is a house-
holder.

Hon. J. Cornell: No, she is not.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: She is living in

the house, and she is a householder. How-
ever, I want to point out that if the pro-
vicin is extended to the soldier oversee, and
if his wife is thereby deprived of the vote,
we shall not achieve our purpose; for it
will bnc very difficult indeed to get iii touch
with the soldiers, and the wives are. here
and are capable of voting. Therefore I
think that if we do anything At 9ll, we
should grant the vote to the soldier who is
oversca or outside Western Australia, and
should also make provision that the wife
who remains in the house and is the house-
holder shall retain the vote. By our doing
that, the franchise would be extended, be-
cause the wife, who is the present house-
bolder, gets the vote as householder, awl the
litisa-snd. who was a householder when he
enlisted, get:' a vote. So there are two votes
for two householders. But if we extend the

I
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franchise only to the soldier, we may thereby
prevent the wife from having a vote as
househokier. That is the difficulty I see.

HON. 0. B. WOOD (East): I am in
agreement with Mr. Heenan regarding the
wife left at home. I had considered that
aspect long before there was any thought
of this Bill. I felt that it would be imprac-
ticable, in many instances, for a soldier to
vote; and I considered it would be advisable
to extend that privilege to the wife at home.
Very few wives get votes as householders.
It is very difficult indeed to get a woman
on the roll as a householder. I have gone
along to an electoral officer often myself.
On my mentioning the name of a woman,
he has said, "Is there no man who is a
householder? We only give the franchise to
the man in charge of the house." That has
happened often. At all events, I agree with
Mr. Heenan that the wife who is left at home
should have the vote. I am not inclined to
go much further, except to extend the fran-
chise to anyone who is eligible under the
present Constitution to be placed on the
roll. I support the second reading, with a
view to the amendment of the measure in
Committee.

HON. V. HAM2BRSLEY (East): I am
not altogether in favour of the measure.
Whatt is the hurry about it? I understand
that it is introduced in connection with vot-
ing for the Legislative Council; but there
is no election for the Council, I understand,
until next May. Surely the House will meet
hefore next 'May. If not, I am inclined, to
move that the Bill be read a second time
this day six months!I I do not like to see
the franchise for this Chamber whittled
down. Endeavours have been made from
time to time to have the franchise lowered.
My view has always been that anyone who
desircs a vote for the Legislative Council
can easily secure that right. The exercise
of very little thrift will enable him to show
his faith in the country while acquiring the
qualification that will entitle him to be placed
on the roll.

Now it is proposed to go very much fur-
ther. People belonging to the Allied Works
Council, for instance, who do not belong to
I he Military Forces, are to have a. vote. They
-ire not people who serve oversea. Of course,
ncee they get this vote, it will be very hard

to take it away from them. 1 am certainly
tw-ainst the present proposal. The Title of

the Bill mentions those who are serving
their country in the Forces and others. The
measure would lend itself to all sorts of
abuse. I certainly do not feel that the Legis-
lative Council should be prepared to go as
far as the Legislative Assembly goes. We
should jealously guard the position of the
Legislative Council, and this is not the right
time for us to make the proposed move.

RON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East): If
there is any virtue in this Bill it is confined
to such provision as permits the men in
uniform serving the country and who were
on the roll, to exercise a vote. Its virtue
might extend to the provision that enables
those qualified to vote under the franchise
for this Chamber, if they were here, to exer-
cise their rights. Knowing what the attitude
of this House is likely to be on a measure
that seeks to break down the franchise ,r
alter it so radically as does this Bill, it is
surprising that such a proposal should be
made in the belief that it would be accept-
able.

I do not think that the Government is
without a considerable amount of politicsl
perspicacity. In bringing down a measure
such as this it would kndw f ull well how
members of this Chamber would view it, and
it does seem to me that it was in anticipation
of the Bill being rejected, or else so drasti-
cally amended as to bear little resemblance to
its original form, that it was introduced. I
find myself wondering 'why the Government
should have gone to the trouble of bringing
the measure down in its present form. Per-
sonally I feel disposed to vote against the
second reading. I realise that some political
capital can be made of that should anyone
be desirous of doing so- There is an election
to be held in the near future and possibly
members associated with parties may, during
the election, have their sins visited on their
lparties, or an attempt may be made to effect
that result. Nevertheless I do not feel dis-
posed to support the Bill in its present
form. Should it pass the second reading.
the House will be fully justified in aimend-
ing it out of all recognition.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
May I say straight, away that if the Bill
passes the second reading it is not my in-
tenition to take it into Committee this even-
ing. That will give members who desire to
move amendments an opportunity to place
them on the notice paper. The Bill was in-
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troduced into another place before this
House had determined what it was going to
do with the Assembly Hill. The provisions
contained in both Bills, as introduced in an-
other place, were as nearly identical as they
could be made for giving members of the
Forces an opportunity to vote at the forth-
coming election. It is therefore useless for
Mr. Rioche to suggest that, in view of what
took place here in regard to another Bill, it
is surprising that this measure should be
introduced in its present form.

When the Assembly Bill was introduced
here it was urged that we should hold it up
until this measure, which was introduced in
another place at that time, was received.
We now have the Bill and the Legislative
Council has to determine just how far it is
prepared to go in order to give the men in
the Forces an opportunity to record their
votes for the Council. Mr. Hamersley said
that any man who desired to have a vote for
fihe Legislative Council should show his faith
in the country by thrift and, I take it, by
purchasing a piece of land or some property
which would give him the right to vote for
the Council. I1 ask him, how does he comn-
piare that with the services being rendered
to this country by the men who have gone
Oversell9 Mr. Hlaiersley apparently places
more value on the fact that at luan possesses
a few pounds and can purchase a small piece
of property in order to show his faith in
the country than upon the action of the man
Who is prepared to go oversen and take the
attendant risks.

I an hardly expect this House to be pre-
pared to agree to the Bill in its entirety, more
particularly in view of the fact that it
amended the Assembly Bill so as to restrict
the franchise to men of 21 years of age, in
some cases, and, in others, to men under 21
where they have actually gone oversea or
lbeyond Australia. In those circumstances
I would be an optimist to expect members to
agree to anything more in this Bill. Mem-
bers will have ail opportunity to frame their
amendments and so give the House an idea
how far they are prepared to extend the
franchise to the men who have shown their
willingness to sacrifice everything they pos-
ass in the interests of the country. I
hope the House will not only agree to the
second reading, but that any amendment that
may be moved will make provision for the
men in the Forces to have an opportunity

to record their votes for the Legislative
Council.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT: As this is a Bill that

requires to be carried by an absolute majority
it will be necessary for the House to divide.

Division taken with the following result:-
Ayes .. . .23

Noes .

Majority for 20

Ayes.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. W. H. Kitson
lion. Sir Hal Colebatch Ron. W. J. mann
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. 0. W. miles
Hon. U. It. Uotnssn Hen. T. Moore
Hone. .1. A. Diumnit Hon. H. V. ?lease
Hon. J. Md. Drew Hon. A. Thomseon
Hon. 0. Fraser Hoa. H. Tucker
Hon. F. E. Gibson Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. U. B. Wlaasm
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Ron. G. B. Wood
lion. W. At. mail Hoen. L. Craig
Hon. R. MA. Heenan (Teller.)

Noss.
Hon. V. Hamereley IHo.. H. L.. Roce'
Hon. H. 5. W. Parker I (Teller.)
The PRESIDENT: I have assured myself

that there is an absolute majority of the
members present and in favour of the Bill.
I declare tile question l)aSsed in the affirma-
tive.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD

PARTY INSURANCE).

Second Reading.
THE HONORARY MNISTER [9.43]

in moving the second reading said: The sub-
ject of this Bill is familiar to all members.
The measure provides for compulsory
insurance by owners of motor vehicles
against liability in respect of deaths
or bodily injuries caused by the use
of motor vehicles. It is the twin brothe4
of the Bill introduced last night; thq
two depend upon each other. Legislation
for compulsory third party insurance has
been submitted to Parliament on a number
of occasions, but unfortunately has failed
to receive the required approval. Instead
of submitting the Bill in the form of an
amendment to the Traffic Act, as has been
done on previous occasions, it has been de-
cided on this occasion to submit it ax a
separate mecasure. It is substantially the
same Bill as that submitted in 1939, and
includes certain amendments as suggested
by members of this Chamber.
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The necessity for this legislation arises
from the fact that in numerous cases of in-
juries to third persons caused -by the negli-
gence of drivers of motor vehicles, the in-
jured persons and their dependants have
been unable to recover any hospital or mnedi-
cal expenses or compensation for injuries re-
eived, owing to the fact that the owners of
the vehicles concerned were unable to pay
and were not insured. During the past few
years many requests have been made for
legislation to deal suitably with the position.
The Royal Automobile Club, hospital auth-
orities, the Commissioner of Police, the local
government associations, and individual
members of the public have stressed the ne-
eessity for some legislative provision to he
mnade' to cover liabilities arising out of in-
juries received through the use of motor
vehicles. New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia,- Queensland- and Tasmania have
all provided the necessary legislation. West-
ern Ailstralia is therefore the only State
without it. Consequently, it is hoped that
the Hill now submitted will meet with the
aliproval of Parliament aind] so bring this
State into line with all other States in re-
spevt of compulsory third party insurance.

Briefly, the Bill provides that before a
niotor vehicle licence can he issued, a policy
of insurance must be taken out by the own-
erF, whieh will cover the legal liability of any
persomn driving the vehicle, whether lawfully
or unlawfully, in the event of death or
bodily injury occurring to any third person.
Damng e to property is not covered by the
provisions in the Bill. The measure has
been based on existing legislation in South
Australia, New South Wales, and Victoria.
All of the principles, therefore, are included
in similar legislation in the other States.
Thus we are endeavouring to ensure reason-
able uniformity as between the States.

Duriiig recent years hospital authorities
have often directed attention to the losses
incurred by them in 'treating motor injury
eases, owing to neither the injured persons
nor the motor vehlicle owners being in a
position to pay the hospital expenses. To
cover this situation it has been provided in
the Bill that whre--

(a) any payment is made (whether or not
with an admission of liability) by an insurer
under or in consequence of a contract of in-
surance in respect of the death of or bodily
injury to any person caused by or arising out
of the uise of a motor vehicle; and

(b) the person who has so died or been in-
juredi received treatment at a hospital, wheth-

er as an inpatient or as an outpatient, in re-
spect of bodily injury (fatal or otherwise) so
caused or arising; and

(e) notice in writing of a claim under this
section is given by that hospital to the insur-
er within one month after the occurrence out
of which death or bodily injury arose,

there shall be paid by the insurer to the hos-
pital the amount owing to the hospital in
respect of treatment afforded to the person
who has so died or been injured. The num-
ber of motor vehicles licensed in Western
Australia as at the 30th June, 1943, totalled
54,600. It is estimated that probably only
al) per cent. of these vehicles are covered
at the present time for third party risk.

Dealing with the important matter of pre-
miums to be charged to motor owners, pro-
vision is made for the appointment of a1
premiums committee comprising the Auditor
General as chairman, the manager of the
State Insurance Office, two persons repre-
senting owners of motor vehicles, one of
whom shall be resident outside the metro-
politan area. as constituted under and for
the pur-poses of the Traffic. Act, and two
persons% representing approved insurers,
other than the State Government Insurance
Office. In the event of the Bill being pass-
ed, it is intended to call upon this commit-
tee to investigate and report as to what
premiums are reasonable and fair for
the various classes of vehicles and1
provided] a satisfactory scheduile is arced to,
the Bill wvill then be proclaimed, hut not
otherwise. It is considered that this com-
mittee could make the necessary investiga-
tions in order that the provisions of the
measure may be brought into operation by
the 1st July, 1944.

Premiums charged on private ears in the
other States and New Zealand to cover the
liability imposed by the compulsory third
party legislation are-
Victoria......etropolltaan 25/-

Country .. 14/-

Boutb Aizstali&. Metropolitan 25/-

Country ... 12/-

(reduced from 27/6
oa tWe let Ana-
ust, 1941)

(reduced from 17/0
on the 1st Aug-
ust, 1941)

New South Wales Sydney .. 28/-
Necatle 5(

Elsewhere.. 14/0

Queensland.................22/0

Tsnnmanl ........ 25/-

MNew Zealand..........16/- (recently reduced
from 26/-)

There is a provision in the Bill setting out
that the insurance will "follow the eCR"
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whether driven by the owner or any other
person. We propose that the State Insur-
ance Office he given authority to undertake
this class of motor vehicle insurance. That
is provided for in the definition of "approved
insurer," which states that the term includes
the State Government Insurance Office under
the State Government Insurance Office Act,
1938. A Bill to authorise that office to under-
take all classes of motor vehicle insurance
has already been explained to memhers. In
New Zealand and all the other States in
which Government insurance offices are
operating, they are given authority to under-
take this class of business, and in Tasmania,
Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria,
the State Government offices are empowered
to undertake all classes of motor vehicle in-
surance.

In considering this phase of the Bill it
should be remembered that a very substantial
financial advantage wvill be conferred on the
insurance coripanies by the introduction of
compulsory insurance, and that in all forms
of compulsory social charges it is essential
that the service be rendered to the com-
munity as economically and efficiently as pos-
sible, and that all practicable safeguards be
provided. While the Bill provides for- m
pulsory insurance by the owners, it does not
compel insurers to undertake the business,
and it is therefore deemed necessary to
authorise the State office to undertake motor
insurance, notwithstanding that provision is
made for a premiums committee. With no
State office operating, the premiums revi-
sion committee would be restricted in its
investigations to the statements of cost sub-
mitted by the private companies, and (his
to some extent would leave the way onen
for the companies to conduct the business
on an unnecessarily exp~ensive basis, if they
so desired.

The Bill provides for the limit of compul-
sory cover for fare-paying passenger risk
to he £2,000 for any one passenger and
£20,000 for any one accident. For accidents
caused by' other than fare-charging vehicles,
the compulsory cover is unlimited ais to legal
liability in relation to per1sonal injury' or
(leath. The coveragc so p~rovided for is the
same as that set out in legislation in South
Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and
New Zealand. There are other provisions
in the Bill which I suggest can he adequately
dealt with in Committee. No doubt members
will desire further information. If so, I

shall be only too pleased to supply what-
ever details are available to me. I trust,
however, that Parliament will approve of
the Bill and thus give to the people of this
State legislation which will enable the neces-
sary protection to be given in respect to
third party risk. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjoune.

BILL-COMPANIES.

In Committee.

Reisumed from the 30th September. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 146 had been agreed to.

Clauses 147 to 150-agreed to.
Clause ifil-Remuneratien of directors:

flea. II. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in lines 2 to 5 of Subelause (1) tbe
words ''to be paid for their services in
whatsoever capacity and under whatsoever
designation they may serve and be entitled
to such remuneration and emoluments" be
struck out with a view to inserting the
words, ''subject to the memorandum and
articles '

I have a series of amendments with one ob-
ject. In proprietary companies one indi-
vidual might obtain control and use his
power. Aly amendments wou!d give a muin-
ority of the shareholders an opportunity to
object to excessive remuneration being paid.
* The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the

amendment will not be agreed to. The ob-
ject of the clause is to give shareholders at
all times the right to fix the remuneration of
the directors. If the amendment is ngreed
to. then the remuneration of the directors
may be fixed in the memorandum and past
experience has been shown on many occa-
sions that that method of fixing the remuner-
ation can be exceedingly prejudicial to the
interests of the shareholders. Further, if
the amendment succeeds, then Clause 152 can
be evaded mid rendered absolutely nugfatory
simply by the process of having 11e direr:-
tors' remuneration fixed in the memorandum.

lon. L. CRAIG: I oppose the amend-
reut. WVe must always realise that the
directors of a company are the servants of
the shareholders and consequently should al-
ways be subject to the will of the sharehold-
ers. I object to the remuneration of the
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directors being fixed in the memorandum,
because not one in 50 shareholders ever sees
it.

Ron. H. S. W. PARKER: If the amend-
ment is passed, the subelause will read "the
remuneration and the emoluments of direc-
tars shall from time to time be determined
by the companies in general meeting."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I draw the
attention of the Committee to the fact that
Mr. Parker has two further amendments on
the notice paper.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I am not moving
them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then why
alter the clause at all?

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: In order to make
it simpler.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 152 - Shareholders may appeal

against rate or amount of remuneration
fixed for a director:

Ron, H. S. WV. PARKER: There appears
to be a printer's error in the third line of
Subelauso (1). The word "'ordinary" is
mentioned, although it does not appear else-
where in the Bill. If the Minister thinks the
word oug-ht to remain, I shall not worry. I.
move an amendment-

That in line 7 of Subelause (1) the word
''ono'' be struck out with a view to inserting
the word ''three.''

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think per-
haps there is something in the amendment,
but I point out that we have small as wall
as large companies. Some companies have
only five members and to suggest an alt-
eration to "~three" is going too far. On the
other hand, we know by experience that on
numerous occasions an individual sharehold-
er can cause a company much trouble and
expense for no justifiable reason, The
clause as it now stands was altered by an-
other place by reducing this number from
three to one. If the amendment is carried
it will be necessary to provide that the
shnreliolder' should be possessed of a low-
er percentage of the capital of the company.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I agree with what
the Chief Secretary says about small com-
panies. I see no objection to leaving the
p~rovision as it stands. For instance, people
may hold one or two shares in Foy & Gib-
son or Boans Ltd. and they could cause the
company trouble and expense. Provision
shankd therefore be made that they should

hold a substantial number of shares in the
company.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: It must be remem-
bered that the remuneration of the directors
has been fixed at a general or a special meet-
ing. Mr. Miles favours the clause s it
stands. It would be easy for one disgruntled
shareholder to cause a great deal of trouble,
but it would not be easy to find two who
would do so. I know of a company with 20
shareholders, and 18 hold a very small par-
cel each. Yet any one of those men, after
the directors' fees were fixed, could upset
the provision by lodging an appeal. A
conmpany is placed in a position of danger
where there is a disgruntled person. A per-
son might buy into a company on purpose
to cause trouble. If we made the provision
two shareholders and 10 per cent., the com-
pany) would be in a reasonable position.

Hon. G. FRASER:. We need to deal with
smuall c2ompanies and large companies sep-
arately. I would be agreeable to "one" in
regard to a small company but not with
regard to a large comupany. On the other
hand, to ask for anyone to have 10 per cent.
in a large company is asking a good deal. I
think that two shareholders and about 5
per cent, would be a satisfactory compro-
mise.

Hon. J. A. nntMrJTT: I agree that
shareholders should be protected, but we are
inclined to overlook the fact that if the
complaint of a dissatisfied shareholder haq
any merit, he is sure to get support from at
least one other shareholder, even if it is only
a company of five. I support the sugges-
tion that two shareholders and 10 per cent.
should be inserted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has been
suggested to mnc that if members are looking
for a compromuise, soniething like this might
serve the purpose-

Any one sharehalder who holds shares re-
lireseatug at least 1.0 per cent. of the paid
uip capital of the company or any two or more
shareholders whose shares, taken together, re-
present at least 10 per cent, of the paid ump
capital of the company shall have the right to
appeal.

That is making provision for 10 per cent.
of the paid' uip capital to he the deciding
factor as to whether one or more than one
should have the right to approach the court.
It would be bard to frame an amendment
that would meet every conceivable position
that might arise. If 10 per cent. is too high,
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I am open to other suggestions. Of course,
I stand by the Bill, but I want to agree to
anything reasonable.

Hon. L. CRAIG: A lot of time was de-
voted to this point by the Select Committee
and a compromise was arrived at. Origin-
ally, five was the number suggested, but a
compromise was reached at three, and that
was the committee's recommendation, which
was subsequently altered by the Assembly.
I think that in regard to a public
company of any size, three should be in-
serted without any percentage of shares. I
would separate small companies from large
and I would provide that in the case of a
company consisting of not more than 10
shareholders, one should have the right to
approach the court. He would have to con-
vince the judge that he had a good ease. In
a company of more than 10, 1 think three
shareholders would be reasonable.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I suggest that
the provision should read-

Three or more shareholders or two share-
holders holding 10 per cent, of the paid-up
capital of the company.
I do not like the idea of one shareholder
being in a position to do this, even in a
small company. There might be two rival
companies and by some means a shareholder
in one might gain the ear of a shareholder
ia the other and induce him to do a lot
of harm.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I think Mr.
Parker's suggestion is an effective compro-
misc.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I prefer the pro-
posal suggested by the Chief Secretary.

Amendment (to strike out word) put and
passed.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That the word proposed to be inserted be
inserted.
It will be necessary later on to provide that
the two shareholders must own at least 10
per cent. of the paid-up capital of the com-
pany.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not favour the
inclusion of the word "three" because of
the difficulty that may arise with regard to
small companies.

Hon. G. W. Miles: This was recommended
by the Select Committee of which you were
a member.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is so, hut since
then our attention has been drawn to the
position of companies that may have only

five shareholders. I want to be fair to all
concerned.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Mr. Craig raised
the point regarding a company in connection
with which two shareholders held over 5O per
cent, of the shares. There are not many
companies like that. In that instance share-
holders with over 40 per cent. of the shares
might be disgruntled and go to court and the
two shareholders could not prevent them. I
think the proposal indicated by the Chief
Secretary was the better.

The CHIEF SECRETARtY: I would like
Lo know what is really intended regarding
the amending of Subelause (1).

The CHAIR-MAN: There is an alterna-
tive. To amend the clause as has been sug-
gested might be difficult tonight. The alter-
native is to put something back in the
clause and then pass it as amended with a
a view to recommitting it for further con-
sideration later on.

Hon. L. CRAIG: At present the word
"one" has been struck out and Mr. Parker
has moved to insert the word "three" in lieu.
I suggest we reach a decision on that and
then we can go on with the 10 per cent.
provision.

Amendment to insert "'three"' put and
passed.'

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in line 7 of Subelause (1) after the
word ''shareholders'' the words ''or two or
more shareholders holding at least 10 per
ceatum of the paid up capital" be inserted.

Amendment to insert "three" put and
passed.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That Subelause (2) be Struck out, and a new
aubelause inserted as follows:-'' (2) On
the hearing of the appeal the Court may take
into consideration any benefits derived from
the conmpany by the director either as salary,
wages, commission or otherwise for any ser-
vices rendered by the director either as director
or otherwise."~

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I oppose
the amendment. As Clause 152 now stands,
objection could be taken to the salary as
apart from any other emoluments. The
amendment would certainly alter that pro-
vision. The clause should be left as it
stands.

Hotn. H. S. W. Parker: I think the Min-
ister has overlooked the words "any bene-
fits" appearing in my amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The defini-
tion of "remuneration," in Subclnuse (2) of
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Clause 152, enters into this, defining, as it
does, the word "remuneration." The carry-
ing of the amendment would mean that
there would be no definition of "remunera-
tion."

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You need not
have one.

Hon. L CRAIG: Directors' fees, except
the managing director's remuneration, are
as a rule fixed uniformly. However, there
may be a director, having specific qualifi-
cations, who is asked to undertake special
work--say, go to England or America-and
it is desirable that he should be entitled to
receive additional remuneration for such
work.

The Chief Secretary: What Mr. Parker
desires to insert appears, in other words,
in Subelause (4).

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I propose to
move to delete Subelause (4). If share-
holders think that directors are being voted
too much remuneration andt then appeal to
the court, the court takes into account any
benefit received by a director, and then fixes
ain amount.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I see nothing
wrong with the subelause as it stands. Re-
muneration would include all the considera-
tions that are set out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Subelause~s
(2), (3), and (4) are all affected by what-
ever we do to the first subclause. If we
delete Subelause (4), we simply say to the
court that it shalt hear the case in a par-
titular way and shall be bound by the strict
legal rules of evidence.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Undoubtedly.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Whereas

Subelause (4) gives the court wider power,
enabling it to depart from the ordinary
rules of evidence. I fear that the carrying
of the amendment would have a serious
,effect.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Subelause (3)

directs that appeals shall be made within
the time and manner prescribed by the rules
of court. We have no rules of court deal-
ing with the time in which an appeal may
be brought. So rules will have to be made
by the judges before the provision can be-
come effective. The subclause proposes to
make the procedure "catch-as-catch-can." I
move an amendment-

That Subolause (3) be struck out and at new
subelause inserted as follows:-'' (3) Appeals

shall be brought by way of originating sum-.
mions in accordance with the Rules of the
Supreme Court and such summons shall be
issued within one calendar month from the
passing of the resolution.''

Tn place of what appears in the subelause
I suggest that any such appeal be taken
by way of originating summons, which is
the cheapest and simplest way of bringing

suha matter before the court. Incidentally
there is an appeal to the court against what-
ever decision the judge gives on that sum-
Molls.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The words
objected to are taken from the Industrial
Arbitration Act. There cannot be much
wrong with them. They give the judges the
freedom they would not otherwise have. We
would be unwise to tie the judges down to
a particular procedure. The making of rules
is something that is done almost every day
and p~resents no difficulty.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: There is no diffi-
etilty.

The CHIEF? SECRETARY: Under this
clause it will be left to the judges to make
their own rules. We should give the judges
the widest possible discretion in matters of
this kind.

lIon. H. S. W. Parker: The rules have no
effect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They must
have some effect if the judges make them
and carry themu out.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER; The difference
between the Industrial Arbitration Court
and the Supreme Court is this: Obviously
we could not carry on an industrial court
by sticking to the strict rules of evidence.
That court visits the various factories and
informs itself. Although it is called a court
it is not one in the ordinary acceptation of
the term.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is one
reason why this clause should be left as it is.
How otherwise are the judges to draw a corn-
parison! They must have the right to in-
form themselves in the way they think best.

Hin. L. CRAIG: Mfy interest in the Come-
panies Bill is to lift the status of companies
in the mninds of the public so that they will
be regarded as the best means of investment.
A noipany w %ith nothing to fear need not
be afraid of anything provided here.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously aniended, put and

passed.
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Clause 153--Statement as to remuneration
of directors to be furnished to shareholders:

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It is not neces-
sary to move the amendment standing in my
name on the notice paper.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: Mr. Parker's amend-
ment is necessary to conform to that already
made to Clause 152.

The Chief Secretary: It is an entirely
different subject.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 154 to 103-agreed to.
Clause 104-Calls and forfeiture for non-

payment:
Ron. H. S. W. PARKER: The provision

contained in Subelause (3) is wrong, be-
cause many people, especially in a vast lStatt.
like Western Australia, may own shares andl
not get their notices. I move an amendl-
ment-

That ill line S of Subelause (8) the word
''shall'' be struck out and the word "~may"~
inserted in lieu.

We should allow the directors sonic dis-
faction.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am inclined
to think the word shall remain. If the
clause is not amended, every shareholder wili
know where he stands in this matter and
will know that his shares will be forfeited
aknd that the question of their forfeiture will
'±ot be subject to the whim or discretion of
the directors. I am advised that this clause
appears in the present Companies Act and
in the South Australian Act. If there is
any virtue in giving directors discretion in
this matter it may be all right, hut I doubt
it.

Hon. H. S. AV. PARKER: It is an abso-
lute contradiction of the provision in the
specimen memorandum and articles of asso-
ciation which provides that the directors may
forfeit the shares. That is the law at pre-
sent in Western Australia. It is "may"~ and
not "shall."

The Chief Secretary. What clause are you
quoting?

Hon. II. S. W. PARKER: I am quoting
paragraph (23) of the proposed regulations
applying to limited companies, appearing on
page 286 of the Bill. Even if the Chief
Secretary is correct about what appears in
the Act, it is wrong that a man who had
never heard that a call was being made
should have his shares forfeited when the
directors know very well that he is away
in the back-blocks or may be out of the
country for the time being.

C39]

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: I agree with Mr.
Parker's contention. A grave injustice
miight easily be done if it becomes obligatory
on the part of directors to compel the for-
feiture of shares simply because, due to the
long distance between the registrar's office
and the shareholder, more than 28 days imay
elapse before he receives notice calling for
the payment of his dividend. Discretion must
be left to the directors.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is a good deal in
wvhat Mr. Parker says.. If the Act provides
that the shares shall be forfeited within
28 days, that course is not carried out. I
know of a manager of a station in the Kim-
berleys upon whom a call was made and he
was not able to reply in under four months.
However, there is something in this clause.
Legislation of this sort has to be enacted
to provide against snide and corrupt com-
panies. There have been cases where calls
have been made and the only people who have
not met the calls have been a director or
directors, and nothing could be done about
it. I can understand that this provipion
was inserted so that if calls are made all
shall pay them. However, there arc share-
holders of companies who are in England or
the Eastern States. We must make it obli-
gatory that the shares shall be forfeited,
but perhaps the time could be extended to
three or six months. The Chief Secretary
may have some compromise to suggest but
"may" would be better than "shall."

Hon. G. FRASER: The Select Committee
agreed on six months.

Hon. L. Craig: Then this must have been
altered in another place.

Hon. G. FRASER: On reading the clause
again I find I was mistaken; the committee
agreed to 2S days.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I notice that
Section 215 of the Act has the same wording
as appears in this Bill, but I still say it is
wrong.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
hon. member will find the section in the
South Australian Act is the same. Admit-
tedly a hardship may be imposed on some
individual if we agree to the clause as it
stands but, as Mr. Craig pointed out, what
alternative is there?

Hon. L. Craig: The time could be ex-
tended.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: This matter
was dealt with by the Select Committee
and it made a recommendation which is on
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all fours with the present Act. Now because Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
the matter has been brought up by Mr.
Parker in this way, it is argued that what
has been the law has been unfair and wrong,
and we should put it right in this Com-
mittee. The Select Committee dealt with
the matter and after due consideration re-
comnmended that this provision be wade.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: If the call
is not Jpaid in 28 days the shares may be
forfeited; if it is not paid within six months,
the shares shall be forfeited. The directors
would have discretion to forfeit any shares
if the calls were not paid in 28 days, and
that would prevent the holding tip of the
comp~any through shareholders not paying
their calls.

Amendment put laid a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority fo

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateb
lion. L. Craig
flnn. 3 A. Dimmittn
Hon. F. E. Gibson
lion. Ei. 11. H. Hall
H... V. HhtaersleY

Hion. E. 1H. Gray
lion. W. H. Kltson

4

Hi n . .Mo

Hon: . W. ann

Hion. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Ho.. H. TurkeyrTle.

HranT.

ios . : r rIHon T Moore
Hon 0 , a ell"~k.)

Amendment thus passed(.

Haon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I think an
amendment to Subelnuse (3) might be made
by inserting after the word "forfeited"~ in
line 3 the words "and any share in a come-
liany' upon which a call remains unpaid for
three months after the day upon which such
call is payable shall be absolutely for-
feited."

The ChIIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Parker
has a prior amendment. If the forfeiture
of the shares is to be permissive, provision
must be made for the method of forfeiting
them, and I take it they wvill be forfeited on
a resolution of the directors. Therefore, it
seems that we ought first to deal with Mr.
Parker's amendment to delete the words
"wvithout ally" and substitute the words "by
a." The permissive forfeiture of shares af-
ter 28 days is quite right, but the clause
must provide the method by which they will
be forfeited; and that will be by a resolution
of the directors. It is after the word "direc-
tors" that the amendment Sir Hal Colehatch
Suggests should be inserted.

amendment-
That in lines 3 and 4 of Subelause (3) the

words ''without any'' be Struck out and the
words ''by a'' inserted in lieu.

That will mean that instead of shares in
respect of which calls remain unpaid after
the prescribed date being forfeited without
any resolution of directors being necessary,
they wvill be forfeited only after a resolution
to that effect has been passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am con-
vinced that Mr. Parker's suggestion is right.
Any other way wvould be nonsensical.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: A further amendment
will be necessary.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: T move an
amendment-

T!hat in line 4 of Subelause (3) the words
"or other proceeding'' be struck out and the
words ''and after three months shall be for-
feited'' inserted in lieu.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
objection to that. Perhaps that will meet
the point Sir Hal Colebatch has in mind.

lion. Sir Hal Colebatch: I think that will
cover the position.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 165 to 174-agreed to.

Clause 175i--Distribution of reserve funds
and assets of co-operative company, and
payment for shares on voluntary winding
up:

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in line 17 of Subelause (1) the letter
~(c) '' be struck out and the letter '(b) '

inserted in lieu.

This is a typographical error.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 176 to 183-agreed to.
Clause 184-Registered liquidators to be

appointed in special eases:
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I ask that this

clause be postponed. The two local trustee
companies are empowered under their Aets
to operate as liquidators of companies and
one company is so acting. Subelause (c)
prohibits a body corporate from being a
liquidator.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
objection to the postponement.
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On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, fur-
ther consideration of the clause postponed.

Clauses 185 to 255--agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.53 p.m.

1elsative Aseemblp.
Wednesday, 6th October, 1948.

Questions: Electoral. as to pouirs booth at Caremont
Electricity supply, to provision for railway

electrificatlon .. .. .. .
Auditor Oonernl, report, as to presentation In

sections .. .. .. .. .. ..
Dlairying, as to Improvement levy rund . ..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (5).

ELECTORAL.

As to Polling Booth at Claremont.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Jus-
tice:

(1) Is be aware that one of the polling
booths in the Claremont electorate is situ-
ated behind a line of barbed-wire entangle-
mentill

(2) Has he any power to have this ob-
struction to voters removed, particularly in
view of the injuries which may be inflicted
on those who have to record their vote after
dark

(3) If so, wvill be take the necessary
actionI

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) No. If electors keep to the footpaths

they will not contact the wire entanglements.
This polling booth was used in its present
condition at the recent Federal elections
without any complaints being made.

(3) Answered by No. 2.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.

As to Provision for Railway Electrification.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is it a fact that the East Perth
Power House was orginally constructed up-
on asi operating basis which would enable
the electrification of our railways from Frc-
mantle to NorthamI

(2) If this is the case, what are the cir-
cumstances which led to this plan being
abandoned?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The heavy cost of electrification did

not warrant the plan being proceeded with.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
As to Presentation in Sections.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Premier:
As it would be an undepsirable precedent

for the session to close before members have
an opportunity of reading the Auditor
General's Report, wvill he arrange for sec-
tions of the report now completed, and other
sections as completed, to he laid on the Table
of the House without awaiting printing?

The PREMIER: replied:
I am assured by the Auditor General that

the printed report will be available to be
laid oil the Table of the House on Friday.

DAIRYING.

As to Improvement Levy Fund.
Mr. WILLMOTT asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) What is the total annual amount col-

lected towards the improvement levy Fund
of the dairying industry?

(2) What is the amount collected by each
butter manufacturer and paid into the im-
proveneint levy Fund?9

(3) What is the total annual expendi-
ture from this Fund?

(4) What is the number of persons em-
ployed and the nature of their work?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 1942-43, £2,226 17s. 2d.
(2) 1 think it would be unfair to disclose

totals of contributions of individual factories,
because of the Tate of contribution struck
being known. This would give unfair ad-
vantage to manufacturers who should have
no knowledge from departmental sourees of
the extent df their competitors' business.


